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On Feb. 14, Northern Illinois University’s 
newspaper, The Northern Star, had to report 
on a tragedy that no college media should 
have to ever cover.
By now everyone knows about the 
gunman who entered a lecture hall full of 
students and killed five victims. But one 
part of the story really hit home here at 
The Chronicle. Among the victims was a 
Northern Star staff member.
Now that’s already an incredibly impos-
sible story to cover, and I can’t imagine 
trying to tackle the issue—especially when 
it includes one of your own.
For those not familiar with how a news-
paper works, it’s much similar to the situ-
ation students experience while working 
on a film set or working on a play: everyone 
becomes family. After working countless 
hours together each week, it’s impossible 
not to grow close with your co-workers.
The Northern Star’s staff continued to 
persevere after losing their own, and that’s 
honorable.
So we felt we had to do something about 
that.
You may have noticed that The Chron-
icle’s front page was dedicated to the 
NIU shooting last week; that wasn’t an 
accident.
The morning after that awful afternoon, 
dozens of Illinois student papers received 
an e-mail from the president of the Illinois 
College Press Association, an organization 
of state-wide college newspapers. It was 
then that we all learned that Dan Parment-
er, an advertising representative at The Star, 
was one of the victims.
The ICPA president asked all Illinois stu-
dent newspapers to support and honor the 
University by devoting our front pages to 
the shooting. Part of his e-mail about the 
staff at The Star was simply heart-breaking, 
which made the decision that much easier 
for our staff here at The Chronicle:
“No matter what words they write, what 
pictures they publish, it will be about one of 
their own, and that is nothing our world, let 
alone one Illinois college campus, should 
have to endure,” wrote Ron Wiginton.
The decision was obvious. It was the right 
move to devote our cover to the shooting. All 
we had to do was simply wonder “What if 
that had happened here?”
After not being able to even conceive the 
possibility, we decided our family here at 
The Chronicle should join with the other 
newspaper families across this state to 
honor The Northern Star.
That wasn’t a simple task.
We decided to send out one of our staff 
photographers to a NIU vigil Feb. 15, our 
production night. We received the photos 
around 1 a.m. after already working 17 
hours.  We finally wrapped up the issue and 
left the office around 3 a.m. But it was worth 
it. Doing the right thing always is.
The day after the shooting, The Star 
published an eight-page special issue 
completely devoted to the Feb. 14 events. 
Among the many stories,  John Puterbaugh, 
The Northern Star’s editor-in-chief, wrote a 
letter to the NIU community.
“As a family, NIU can and needs to come 
together in a way most of us here today 
have probably never experienced,” Put-
erbaugh wrote. “At least five members of 
our family were forever taken from us, and 
there is no one 
who belongs to 
NIU who is not 
affected by this. 
This is why we 
must come 
together. When 
family mem-
bers die, those 
who live must 
grow stronger 
through the consolation and understand-
ing of one another.”
Puterbaugh’s right.
The pain may last for a while. But hopeful-
ly, when it fades away, it’ll leave a renewed 
sense of appreciation and tolerance that we 
can all hold on to, no matter which family 
we’re a part of.
amaurer@chroniclemail.com
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Editor’s column
by Amanda Maurer 
Editor-in-Chief 
Persevering through tragedy
Please recycle!
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Campus News
Columbia in 10 seconds ... or less
DeaDline for submissions to enter the 
Allen and Lynn Turner Commencement 
Poetry competition is March 2. Submit 
entries to the English Department in the 
33 E. Congress Parkway Building, room 
300.
a ProDuction I student is looking for 
extras for his up coming film, Connect-
ing..., in Grant Park.  He will be filming 
Feb.  26 from 1 to 5 p.m.  You can reach 
him at Travis518@gmail.com or call (618) 
508-2324 for more information. 
the StuDent Government Association, 
Student Organization Council and senior 
class will meet on Feb. 25 at noon to dis-
cuss the new student center.  The meet-
ing will take place in the Hub at the 1104 
Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave. 
the Portfolio Center at the Wabash 
Campus Building, 623 S. Wabash Ave. , will 
be advising design students on how to 
best present their branded work on Feb. 27 
from 6 to 8 p.m.  The center is bringing in 
design professionals to help students. 
commencement poetry 
competition
film student needs extras for 
movie
Student organizations to 
discuss student center
Portfolio center helps students 
with branding
in itS first meeting of the semester, the 
Columbia College Chicago Chapter of the 
American Civil Liberties Union discussed 
upcoming projects for the semester. 
The CCCC-ACLU will host a video essay 
contest on YouTube.com asking Columbia 
students to submit a video clip answering 
the questions “What can the next White 
House administration do to protect civil 
liberties?” and “What can Columbia Col-
lege do to protect students’ civil liberties?” 
according to chapter president Andrew 
Breen, a senior cultural studies major. 
“Part of our mission is to foster free 
speech on campus,” he said during the Feb. 
18 meeting. 
Prizes will be given out for the most cre-
ative person who best answers the ques-
tion. Students can use flash animation, 
skits or any other means, but it must be 
an audio visual presentation, according to 
Miles Vance, chapter treasurer and senior 
fine arts major. 
The contest will be limited to only those 
affiliated with Columbia, which include 
faculty, staff, current students and alumni, 
according to Tessana Nemenski, a chapter 
member and junior film and video major. 
However, only current students are eligible 
for prizes, according to Student Organiza-
tion Council guidelines. 
The first place and runner-up will receive 
a year paid membership, worth about $35, to 
the ACLU-Illinois chapter as well as a $50 
gift card to the Apple Store located in the 33 
E. Congress Parkway Building. The second 
runner-up will receive a $50 gift card to the 
Apple Store. 
“The purpose [of the contest] is not to 
give out prizes,” Breen said. “[It’s] to encour-
age membership on campus and foster a 
wider discourse on civil liberties.” 
The cutoff date for contest submissions 
is April 21, but the members want to keep 
it open for people who miss the contest but 
still want to submit videos. Vance said he 
doesn’t want to use the word “deadline” 
because it sounds too final. 
“We’ll pick the winner on [April] 21, but 
anyone can still submit a video or an answer 
to a video,” he said. 
According to Breen, there will be two 
ways to submit a video. Those interested 
in the contest can use their own equipment 
or equipment the CCCC-ACLU will set up 
around the college. 
“We will have cameras set up somewhere 
on campus to give students a chance to 
submit videos if they don’t have their own 
equipment,” Breen said. 
Vance said the tentative dates for the 
CCCC-ACLU equipment setup are April 1, 
7 and 14.
“I’ll put fliers up as it gets closer, but those 
will most likely be the days where I’ll be set 
up around campus with a camera and the 
question and students can submit that way 
as well,” he said. 
Breen said the easier they make the 
process, the more students will want to 
participate. 
Ed Yohnka, director of Communications 
Civil liberties broadcast coming to YouTube
columbia organization 
advocates free speech
by tim Bearden
Assistant Campus News Editor
See aclu, x  PG. 7
feature Photo - Blood Drive
Cristina Micheli, a freshman film major, and Mark Brticevich, coordinator of Fitness and Recreation, give blood Feb. 21 at the Residence Center, 731 S. Plymouth 
Court.
Rachael Strecher THE CHRONICLE
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Civil rights activist shares history
by Robert Bykowski
Campus News Editor
PART OF America’s civil rights movement is 
on campus every day.
Eric Winston, vice president of Institu-
tional Advancement and a native of Savan-
nah, Ga., was a civil rights activist during 
the late ’50s and early ’60s while studying 
history at Morehouse College in Atlanta. 
Prior to becoming an activist (and cer-
tainly during), Winston was a witness to a 
segregated South that aimed to marginalize 
its black residents. Buoyed by an inner incli-
nation to reject the inequalities he faced, 
Winston participated in the movement any 
chance he got, even to the extent of being 
arrested for his e orts.
In honor of Black History Month, The 
Chronicle spoke with Winston about his 
history during the civil rights movement, 
how that time a ected his life, what direc-
tion the youth of today need to go in and 
what Barack Obama means for America.
 The Chronicle: Can you talk about your 
college days as a civil rights activist?
Eric Winston: During that time, in Atlanta 
and through the South, there was a growing 
dislike and distaste for the circumstances 
of the date. When I was in school, there was 
still the segregated South. There were still 
[segregated] water fountains. We also had, 
during that time, fi ve-and-dime stores like 
Woolworths that had segregated lunch 
counters to eat.  This was also true at fed-
eral facilities.
And that was throughout the entire 
South. It was the laws of the South, which 
separated the races. This whole dislike for 
this movement had started to get to the 
boiling point during the days of Rosa Parks 
in 1955.
It was getting to the boiling point. To 
the extent that in Greensboro, NC, in 1960 
[black activists] started sitting-in and it 
started spreading throughout the South 
like wildfi re. We began to start formulating 
our plans to challenge the system.
What made you want to take part in 
the movement?
I grew up in a family of educators. My 
father, my mother and my aunts, who 
helped raise my sister and I, were all teach-
ers. They were strong people who never, 
ever accepted the system. We lived within 
the system, but we didn’t accept the system, 
and so wherever we could challenge the 
system we did in our own way.
Within the black community, was your 
family more a  uent than others?
 The struggles were the same. When you 
walked out you were black, whether you 
were a black rich person or a black poor 
person. But the interesting thing about it 
is that within my community, and I think 
this is pretty true of all black communi-
ties during that day, it was pretty stratifi ed 
because there had been no concerted e ort 
to have an upper class black neighborhood 
in my town or a lower class black neighbor-
hood in my town. Everybody lived among 
each other, so down the street from me 
were the doctors, lawyers and right next 
door to me were people who were strug-
gling to get by. 
Do you feel that it was the same in the 
white communities?
 [The white communities were] automat-
ically separated. I think that, over time, as 
communities begin to prosper, you get that 
unfortunate separation of people based on 
economics. 
And your community was able to reject 
that seperation?
 It was probably one of the vestiges of 
segregation that you wind up being in 
the same neighborhood as everyone else 
because under the system the folk who 
were in the ruling class said, ‘‘You’re all the 
same.’’ So my friends, when I was growing 
up, ran the spectrum from very wealthy to 
very poor.
What inspired you to be an activist?
 As I began to go outside the commu-
nity, the stu  didn’t register well with me 
and it didn’t register well with any of us 
who were young folk at that time, and we 
weren’t willing to sit back and lie down 
and roll over.  And so I was always a person 
who was willing to challenge the system in 
any way that I could. And, I realized I had 
a role to play in helping to change the way 
society operated and dealt with its black 
population.
In which ways were you an activist?
We marched, we protested through pick-
eting, we protested through encouraging 
people to boycott businesses downtown. 
Morehouse College was a big believer in 
having its students be active and challeng-
ing the system. We were never told by our 
college administration not to protest the 
Columbia’s Vice President of Institutional Advancement Eric Winston was a civil rights activist while in 
college in Atlanta.
Andrew A. Nelles THE CHRONICLE
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CAMPUS NEWS  I  FEBRUARY 25, 2008  I  THE CHRONICLE 5
6 THE CHRONICLE  I  FEBRUARY 25, 2008
FOR MANY students, there are a number 
of concerns that come with moving away 
from home and starting fresh in a new city. 
Now, students can deal with their troubles 
through a series of wellness events provided 
by several of Columbia’s o  ces.
The annual events known as the Well-
ness Olympics have been around for four 
years and were created by the o  ces of 
Residence Life, Counseling Services and 
Student Health and Support. Each event 
focuses on issues that students struggle 
with, from eating disorders to dealing with 
roommates.  These events will run until the 
week of fi nals, ranging from monthly to 
weekly events, and will all take place in the 
Residence Center, 731 S. Plymouth Court. 
“These events address the emotional 
topics related to college age students,” said 
therapist Jackie Sowinski, director of Coun-
seling Services.
Topics such as roommates, sexual health 
and responsibility, confl ict resolution, safe 
spring break activities and alcohol aware-
ness will be addressed at the events. The 
fi rst event, Sexual Jeopardy, took place on 
Feb. 14 and o ered an interactive game to 
teach students about safe sex, birth control 
and sexually transmitted diseases. Future 
installments of the series plan to focus on 
other specifi c topics. 
On Feb. 26, the Get Real: Media and Eating 
Disorders event will speak about eating dis-
by Miles Maftean
Assistant Campus News Editor
orders and how the media infl uences the 
decisions of others. The subject of room-
mates will be discussed on Feb. 28, where 
roommates band together to play a version 
of the newlywed game. There will also be 
talks to help with confl ict resolution.
“Were also going to share healthy room-
mate tips like how to confront a situation 
with a roommate but how to be assertive 
and not aggressive,” said Laurence T. Wil-
liams, coordinator of Residence Life’s Pro-
gramming. Williams is one of the coordina-
tors in the Wellness Olympics.
An event on Mar. 13 will give tips about 
the opposite sex with a game called the 
Battle of the Sexes. Students will compete 
against one another in a head-to-head 
battle to learn about sex and safety. 
Along with the Residence Life and Coun-
seling Services, the o  ce of Student Health 
and Support planned the Wellness Fair that 
will take place on April 4. 
According to Mark O’Brien, the coor-
dinator of Student Relations for Student 
Help and Support, the event will provide 
di erent health-related services available 
to students, such as AIDS testing. Chicago-
area agencies like Planned Parenthood will 
o er programs and services to the student 
body.
Some of the services that will be avail-
able at the Wellness Fair will be HIV and 
STD testing, immunization registration, 
substance abuse and depression screen-
ings, student athletic team sign-ups, free 
massages and nutrition consultations. 
The organizations that will be present are 
Alcoholic Anonymous, Narcotics Anony-
mous, Planned Parenthood and Rogers Park 
Events cater to students’ needs 
Community Council. 
“Hopefully, this will be the starting point 
for students to branch out and get what 
they need in the local area,” O’Brien said
The Wellness Olympics not only o ers 
educational services, but physical services 
as well. During a time fi lled with stress, stu-
dents can attend the Free Massage event on 
May 7, the week of fi nals, and relieve some 
of their troubles.
“They can just relax and receive a free 
massage,” Williams said. 
Williams said that the Wellness Olym-
pics started with his idea of the roommate 
game, and it expanded into a multitude of 
events hosted by the three o  ces. Williams 
said the o  ces survey students often to see 
what programs students like.
“The students really liked the programs 
in which they are involved and active and 
not being lectured to because they get that 
in their classes already,” Williams said.
Williams hopes students will come and 
get a lot out of the events. He said it will 
also be an opportunity to share all of the 
other events that the Residence Life and 
other o  ces o er.
“These events are something that I would 
defi nitely attend and am looking forward 
to,” said Tom Galvin, a freshman audio arts 
and acoustics major. 
This year’s Wellness Olympics started with 
Sexual Jeopardy, which took place on Feb. 14. 
Events will take place until the week of fi nals. 
The events will all be located at the Residence 
Center, 731 S. Plymouth Court and all events are 
free of charge.
mmaftean@chroniclemail.com
Columbia students get fit and 
get well through events
Thursday, March 13, 6:30 p.m.
 Tuesday, Feb. 26, 10 a.m. to Noon
Roommate Game
Battle of the Sexes
Get Real: Media & Eating Disorders
EVENT  L I S T INGS
Thursday, Feb. 28, 6:30 p.m.
Wellness Fair
Thursday, April 3, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Free Massage
Wednesday, May 7, Noon to 4 p.m.
Students are shown videos about eating disorders 
and discuss the dangers in a group session. The 
event is planned so students are aware of how the 
media portrays eating disorders. 
Roommates form groups of four and play a version 
of the Newlywed Game. Healthy roommate tips will 
be given after the game. The winning group will 
receive a special prize.
A spring break edition of battle of the sexes will 
test the knowledge of the opposite sex. Women 
will be asked questions about cars and sports, 
while the men will try and answer questions about 
gardening and home improvement. The Residence 
Life will also share some statistics about reckless 
spring break behavior.
This fair will offer health-related services, like HIV 
testing. Programs and organizations will also be 
present, spanning from Planned Parenthood to 
Alcoholic’s Anonymous. Students are allowed to 
attend any of the programs free of charge. 
Students can lay down and enjoy a free massage 
during the week of  nals for free of charge. 
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Student government elections coming soon
by Tim Bearden
Assistant Campus News Editor
THE STUDENT Government Association 
had their bi-annual meet-and-greet Feb. 
19 in the Wabash Campus Building, 623 S. 
Wabash Ave. 
The event was set up for students to 
get to know their SGA senators and voice 
their concerns within the school or their 
department. The meet-and-greet also had 
literature on the SGA, the proposed student 
center and the upcoming elections. 
According to Kelli Van Antwerp, a com-
muter senator, the general elections will 
be held for commuter, at-large and depart-
mental senators. The elections will take 
place April 21-25 and be conducted online. 
“The election will be on the OASIS web-
site this year under the Students page,” 
she said. “[The students should] make sure 
[their] major is correct so they vote for the 
correct departmental senator.”
Sara Korbecki, vice president of Finance, 
said next year the students will be able 
to use their Loop accounts to vote for 
senators. 
In order to run for election, a student 
must have a petition signed by classmates 
and the student running must have one 
full-time semester, which is 12 credits for 
the semester, under his or her belt. The 
departmental hopefuls must have 25 signa-
tures and the commuter and at-large must 
have 50 in order to be eligible to run. 
Korbecki added there are two ways to go 
about being a senator. 
“A student can run in the general election 
in April, or if there is currently vacancy in 
their department, they can use the mem-
bership application and be approved by the 
senators,” she said. 
The SGA currently has 11 vacancies for 
which students can apply. Korbecki also 
said a student wanting to fi ll one of those 
vacancies this semester can still do so, but 
a majority of the senate must approve their 
application for appointment. However, they 
do not need to have the petition from the 
other students to fi ll a senate seat mid-
semester.  
“Just because they missed the general 
elections, we don’t want to stop them from 
being a part of their student government,” 
said Brian Matos, president of the SGA. 
He also said about seven senators and four 
executive board members will be vacating 
their seat at the end of the semester.  Those 
positions include art and design senator, 
arts, entertainment and media manage-
ment senator, cultural studies senator, one 
commuter and one at-large senator. 
According to the SGA constitution,  voting 
members,  which are the members  vacat-
ing their positions,  must attend at least 
one  SGA committee meeting and all senate 
meetings. Departmental senators must 
meet with the chair or faculty members as 
well as conduct two forums within a year.
However, a student cannot run for execu-
tive board unless he or she has been elected 
to the senate or is currently on the SGA. 
“[The students] elect their senators and 
the senators elect the executive board,” she 
said. 
Executive board positions are president, 
executive vice president, vice president of 
fi nance, vice president of communications 
and representative to the board of trustees.
“The representative to the board of 
trustees is an automatic executive board 
position,” Matos said. “It works like a job 
interview. You submit your application to 
the board, then the board picks the best 
three candidates, interviews them and 
then votes. The senate doesn’t select that 
position.”  
Liz Quincy, a freshman theater major, 
said she would like to get more involved 
with the SGA. Her department senator, 
Kelly Zea, is among one of the graduating 
seniors in the senate. 
Petitions will be available starting March 
1 and the deadline for turning them in is 
the last week of the month. 
“Maybe [I’ll run],” she said. “There are a 
few people in the Theater Department who 
I think would be a good fi t.” 
Along with elections, Matos also dis-
cussed the Feb. 25 meeting.  
The SGA will have Mark Kelly, vice presi-
dent of Student A airs, as a guest speaker to 
discuss Manifest, the health center expan-
sion and other student life related items. 
The SGA will also discuss the proposed stu-
dent center.
tbearden@chroniclemail.com
The Student Government Association Vice President of Finance Sara Korbecki and SGA President Brian 
Matos hand out lea ets on Feb. 19 in the Wabash Campus Building.
 Dan Thompson THE CHRONICLE
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segregated South. In fact, we got encourage-
ment from them to do so, but within the 
bounds of the law. But, we couldn’t achieve 
the objectives by obeying the law.
What were your objectives?
Many of us had our own individual things 
that we focused on, and for me, it was the 
fact that I didn’t see why I had to be subser-
vient to anyone based on the color of their 
skin. I just didn’t see that.
I remember once, in Atlanta, I was work-
ing at a Woolworths lunch counter, and this 
white girl, not much older than me, said to 
me “Don’t they teach you to say  ‘Yes ma’am’ 
and ‘No, ma’am’ to white people?” and I said 
“No, ma’am.”
I remember very vividly as a kid when 
my family would travel, my aunts and my 
sister and all of us when we traveled from 
Savannah, Ga., to New York, and we had to 
go to the bathroom, we would have to stop 
the car and go into the woods to use the 
bathroom because there were no facilities 
for us [outside of the black community].
How has your period of activism a ect-
ed where you are today?
I’ve not changed. I’m still the same old 
activist, I guess. I’ve tempered in some 
respects because over time and the older 
you get, the more conservative you prob-
ably become, but I’m still one that believes 
that people should have the right to do 
what they want to do, when they want to 
and how they want to as long as they don’t 
infringe on other people. I believe that and 
I’m willing to stand up and fi ght for that.
Do you feel the youth of today have it 
easier than you did?
I believe that the youth of today think 
that what happens today is the way it has 
always been.  And whatever they have today 
just kind of appeared, and they don’t realize 
the sacrifi ces people have made in order for 
them to be able to go to the Harvards and 
go to the Yales and the Ivy League schools 
that were di  cult for us to get into in the 
old days.
That’s the part that dismays me the most 
is the failure on our part to properly educate 
and to keep our history of success and his-
tory of failures in front of our young folk. 
Do you feel the youth of today is doing 
everything they need to be doing?
It’s a di erent time and you have to fi ght 
in a di erent way. We came along at the 
right time at the right circumstance and 
we made an impact on the world by the way 
in which we did what we did. That tactic is 
not going to work today. The way that young 
people make a di erence now is to get out 
there and do an excellent job in whatever 
profession that they have to show people 
what they’re capable of and thus generat-
ing an attitude on the part of folk that, “Hey, 
African Americans are able to be successful 
in whatever fi elds they choose to be in,  and 
they’re going to work hard to be successful 
in those fi elds.” 
Were you ever arrested during your 
activist days?
 I must’ve gotten arrested three times. 
The fi rst two times were primarily part of 
the hit-and-run tactics. There had been a 
decision made that we’re going to go in to 
the restaurants, sit for a while, and when 
the police came get up and go someplace 
else, and the objective was to disrupt the 
business fl ow to make it very di  cult for 
the business to function. 
The [fi rst two] times we got arrested we 
would post bond and get out and be done 
with it. The third time, we decided not to 
get out and we wound up staying for two-
and-a-half weeks. And, when we did come 
out, it was Martin Luther King who asked 
us to come out. 
It was a very interesting experience while 
in jail. I think it was one of the fi rst times 
I realized that the system was designed to 
get the kind of people that were in jail o  
the street not because they were bad guys, 
but because they were smart people that 
understood what society was about and 
were willing to challenge the system.  
The segregated system of the south was 
being challenged by college students, and 
the press was there from all over the world 
recording and checking to see what the 
response was and how things were faring.
What is the greatest change you’ve 
seen from your time as an activist to 
today?
The greatest change is Barack Obama. The 
guy could become, will become, president of 
the United States of America.  In 43 years we 
went from the very, very remote possibility 
to the very good possibility that [electing a 
black president] will happen. We’re making 
up a lot of ground here over time. That, and 
the fact that African Americans are now 
functioning in all spheres of life and doing 
so in great numbers and being very, very 
good at what it is we have chosen as our 
careers. That’s a tremendous reward for 
the pain and su ering of so many people 
who participated in the movement, many 
of which lost their lives. 
rbykowski@chroniclemail.com
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Spending time in jail gave 
Winston new perspective on 
ruling establishment 
Continued from PG. 4
Vocal performance and jazz studies major May Joplin reads the poem ‘Never give your heart 
to someone who eats hearts’ by Alice Walker on Feb. 20 in the 33 E. Congress Parkway 
Building. The reading was part of a tribute to the author and a month-long celebration of 
African American writers.
FEATURE PHOTO - Poetry reading
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Music show speaks to students
by Miles Maftean
Assistant Campus News Editor
SINCE THE spring of 2005, the 
Columbia-produced television 
show “MusiciansStudio” has been 
creating educational opportuni-
ties and experiences for students 
while giving others the chance to 
hear the amazing life stories of 
well-known musicians. 
“MusiciansStudio,” an hour- 
long television program featuring 
musical artists, is produced by the 
Arts, Entertainment and Media 
Management Department along 
with the Music Department and 
Television Department.
The show is taped monthly 
before a live studio audience at the 
Concert Hall of the Music Center, 
1014 S. Michigan Ave., with a range 
of dates. The show also has plans 
of becoming a class for television 
students.
“It [is] a way to provide a cross-
disciplinary experiential learning 
environment for students to put 
the skills and knowledge they 
gained in the classroom to work 
in a really professional produc-
tion,” said Mary Filice, the arts, 
entertainment and media man-
agement adviser and producer of 
“MusiciansStudio.”
Filice explained that the show 
not only helps television majors, 
but it provides arts, entertainment 
and media management majors 
an opportunity to manage the pro-
duction side of the video project. 
Marketing the show so that a live 
audience can come and view the 
taping is another way students 
can help and gain knowledge in 
the music business.
“It’s great that it crosses a lot of 
disciplines,” Filice said. 
Throughout the episodes of the 
show, many distinguished musi-
cians have appeared as guests.
Spanning from punk rock 
to country, musicians like Bob 
Mould, Jon Faddis and Bird York 
have come on the show to speak 
about their lives as musicians. 
“The music is always important, 
but I [want] to know if there is an 
interesting story behind it,” said 
Frank Alkyer, host of “Musicians-
Studio” and DownBeat magazine 
publisher. 
Prior to the interviewing for the 
show,  Alkyer asks the musicians to 
play a short set.  Alkyer then inter-
views the musicians about their 
lives so that people can become 
aware of the trials that each 
person faced. He said students 
who are looking for their next step 
in life could receive much from 
the show.  The musician’s stories of 
how they were once “average Joes” 
gives each student confi dence. 
“I think it is really good for 
music students to hear how 
people started out, because not 
all of these guys were prodigies 
when they were young,” Alkyer 
said. “And there are stories like 
that from [Herbie Hancock] down 
to guys who play local gigs.”
Filice said the production of the 
show has seen great success. In 
May 2007, “MusiciansStuido” aired 
on WYCC-Channel 20 with eight 
episodes spanning eight weeks. 
It will continue to tape episodes 
through April 2008, but has plans 
of becoming a class for television 
students. 
“Our real goal is creating a pro-
duction practicum course so that 
students will be able to receive 
credit for this, but that has not 
actually taken place yet,” Filice 
said. 
Students can get involved with 
“MusiciansStudio” in a number 
of ways. Arts, entertainment and 
media management majors can 
help with the production and the 
promotion of the show, and televi-
sion majors are recruited by Filice 
to use their talents and assist with 
lighting and even tape the show. 
“It’s really great exposure for 
students to work on the campus 
grounds but still in a professional 
environment,” said Michael Nie-
derman, chair of the Television 
Department. 
Students are also invited to come 
and sit in the experience of a live 
television show. To see the many 
students producing the show and 
being part of the live atmosphere 
will provide a unique experience 
for attendees. 
The next “MusiciansStudio” will 
feature jazz vocalist and pianist 
Patricia Barber. Shows will con-
tinue to run until April 2008. 
All students, faculty and sta  are 
welcome to attend the taping of Patri-
cia Barber on Feb. 25 at 3:30 p.m. at the 
Concert Hall of the Music Center, 1014 
S. Michigan Ave. 
To reserve your seat, please e-mail 
your name and number of guests to 
Musicians.Studio@gmail.com.
mmaftean@chroniclemail.com 
Students gain real-life experience through 
live music taping, has plans of becoming 
a class
Host Frank Alkyer and musician Jon Langford sit in an interview during a live taping of  ‘MusiciansStudio’ in the Concert Hall 
of the Music Center, 1014 S. Michigan Ave.
Courtesy MARY FILICE
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Invite you to join the celebration
3 0  Y E A R S  O F
“PJ LOVE”
THE PHOTOJOURNALIST
A day-long symposium, reunion, and 
celebration of photojournalism
SATURDAY, APRIL 12, 2008
9 am - 3 pm
1 1 0 4  S o u t h  W a b a s h ,  8 t h  F l o o r  
F i l m  R o w  C e n t e r  -  C o l u m b i a  C o l l e g e  C h i c a g o
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My Friends, My Students,
Love is and continues to be the roots and wings 
for photojournalism. Love is the photojournalist’s universal 
prescription. With the amazing creation of the camera, we capture 
love from birth to death, and everything in between.
K E E P  I N  F L I G H T !
John H. White
PJs, here is your assignment from John: 
Shoot from your heart and capture Love with a single photograph. 
Send them in, and we’ll exhibit them at the symposium. 
Details at www.colum.edu/pjlove
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I have been teaching classes on Middle 
Eastern history and culture for the past 12 
years.  
One challenge in teaching this area is 
fi nding ways to help students understand 
the complexities of the region,  since a “one 
size fi ts all” approach is not e ective. It’s 
important to understand how historical 
forces have contributed to the multidimen-
sional nature of poverty and privilege in 
the region. 
For many, an iconic image 
of wealth and privilege is the 
Middle Eastern oil sheikh. 
While oil creates tremendous 
wealth, this wealth is not 
shared equally by all Middle 
Eastern countries, and poverty does exist 
in the region.  
What, then, are the political, economic 
and social e ects of oil on poverty and privi-
lege in the Middle East?
It is hard to believe there was a time 
when oil was not important to the world 
economy.  This changed when the discov-
ery of Middle Eastern oil in the early 20th 
century coincided with the British navy’s 
decision to convert its coal-powered ships 
to oil power. 
Great Britain recognized the importance 
of this oil to its strategic and economic 
interests, and secured control of this vital 
commodity. Backwater areas on the Ara-
bian Peninsula and along the Persian Gulf 
were transformed into economic and stra-
tegic players when oil was discovered in 
the 1930s.  
Eventually, all aspects of the industry 
were controlled by western oil companies—
the “seven sisters”—that extracted wealth 
from the region and amassed great profi ts.
The creation of OPEC allowed non-west-
ern oil-producing nations more control of 
the industry, resulting in expanded growth 
and revenues in the 1970s. This growth 
culminated in transformative changes 
throughout the region. Nations such as 
Kuwait, Bahrain, the United Arab Emir-
ates and others redistributed oil revenues 
by Regina Wellner
Faculty, Liberal Education
through the direct transfer of money and 
subsidized housing, education, medical 
care and utilities to improve the standard 
of living for their citizens. 
However, this wealth also fueled conspic-
uous consumption, corruption and waste. 
Now “wealthy” Arabs disdained low-status 
jobs and reliance on guest workers became 
necessary.
Surplus labor—Arab workers from poorer, 
non-oil countries and Koreans, Filipinos, 
Sri Lankans, Bangladeshis and Pakistanis 
immigrated to capital-rich and labor-poor 
oil producing countries in the Middle East 
and North Africa.  In 1975, foreigners com-
prised 47 percent of the labor in the Gulf 
states,  rising to 67 percent in 1990.  Although 
guest workers provide necessary labor, they 
are often treated badly and shunned by the 
citizens of the host countries.
Access to and control of oil contributed 
to domestic infl ation and high consumer 
prices. Cooperative e orts between Brit-
ish intelligence and the CIA resulted in the 
overthrow of Prime Minister Mossadeq in 
1953 after he nationalized the Iranian oil 
industry. Some scholars suggest that a col-
lapse in oil prices in the 1970s contributed to 
the fall of Muhammad Reza 
Shah.  Military expenditures 
often exceeded expenditures 
for education and health 
care, fueling arms races and 
regional wars, including 
the Iran-Iraq War, the Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait and the Gulf War.  The 
current war in Iraq has displaced millions 
of Iraqis—internally displaced persons and 
refugees—and created the largest refugee 
crisis in the Middle East since 1948.  How 
the international community addresses the 
humanitarian needs of these persons (and 
all refugees) will be a defi ning moment in 
human history.
Middle Eastern countries without oil 
reserves do not have petrodollars to grow 
their economies.  What are the political and 
social implications when college-educated 
young people are unable to fi nd work, marry 
and begin families because of rising under-
employment and unemployment?
This overview introduces the multidi-
mensional nature of poverty and privilege 
in the Middle East.  Hopefully,  it raises 
questions and a desire to learn why and 
how poverty and privilege exist in the 
Middle East, and how this a ects not only 
the region but the entire world.
The aim of Critical Encounters is to encour-
age you to engage with di  cult questions about 
poverty and privilege. Hopefully, you will feel 
inspired to write your own narratives, which 
you can send to me for inclusion in this column 
or on our website.  
– Stephanie Shonekan  (CriticalEncounters@
colum.edu) www.Colum.edu/CriticalEncoun-
ters
Critical Encounters’ Roots and 
Routes: Weekly Narratives of 
Poverty and Privilege
Oil: Poverty and 
Privilege in the 
Middle East   
SPECIAL TO THE CHRONICLE
and Public Policy at ACLU-Illinois said his 
organization is “very excited about this.”
“There are two things we know,” he said. 
“One: People are looking for new ways to 
get their ideas out there and concerns pub-
licized, and two: People want to know what 
the state of civil liberties in the United 
States is.”
Yohnka also said he can’t wait to see what 
the college does with it.
“I know that people are talking about 
doing things like this,” he said. “But I don’t 
know of anyone who has moved forward 
on this just yet. I’m really excited to see 
it and I think Columbia is the best place 
for it.” 
In an e ort to avoid censorship ques-
tions, the participant can post his or her 
video directly to YouTube.com, but in order 
to be considered for the contest, he or she 
must submit an e-mail to the CCCC-ACLU 
with the video title, name of the student 
and OASIS ID number for verifi cation of 
a  liation with the college.
The organization o  cials also spoke at an 
open forum for free speech and will host a 
“town hall/panel hybrid” meeting the week 
of April 21. The group will invite various rep-
resentatives from the campus to participate 
in civil liberties discussion. 
For more information on these events and 
others hosted by the CCCC-ACLU please visit 
www.TheInfamousInk.com/blog1/columbia-
college-chapter-of-the-aclu/.
tbearden@chroniclemail.com
ACLU: »
Continued from PG. 3
People excited about the 
YouTube.com contest
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by Kathy Boccella
Regina FeRRy was shocked at the price of 
the textbook for her history of medieval 
Japan course at Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity this semester. It was free.
“Usually a history book can cost up to 
$100,” said the 21-year-old Japanese major. 
“The book for my astronomy class cost 
$130.”
Ferry lucked out by taking a class with 
Gregory Smits, a professor of East Asian 
studies who writes his own online texts 
that students—or anyone else, for that 
matter—can use at no charge.
“I’m amazed by how much commercial 
textbooks cost,” said Smits, who has writ-
ten six online books, complete with graphs, 
pictures and links, on East Asia. 
Smits is part of a growing revolt against 
the heart-stopping price of college books, 
which cost students an average of $900 a 
year after rising 186 percent from 1986 to 
2004, according to a 2006 U.S. Department 
of Education report.
Bundling books with supplemental 
materials, such as CDs and online tests, is 
driving up the prices, publishers say. But 
that doesn’t mean cheaper options aren’t 
available.
If professors “want a $20 book, we’ll 
ship the $20 book as quickly as we’ll ship 
the $100 book,” said Bruce Hildebrand, a 
spokesman for the Association of American 
Publishers.
Now advocates are trying to transform 
the $5-billion-a-year industry by encourag-
ing free online educational materials, and 
last week the U.S. House passed legislation 
aimed at curbing costs.
“There are a lot of contributing costs 
that make higher education expensive, and 
textbooks are a significant one,” said Nicole 
Allen, a spokeswoman with the MakeText-
booksAffordable.org campaign of the Stu-
dent Public Interest Research Group.
Text prices rose an average of 6 percent 
a year from 1986 to 2004, twice the rate of 
inflation, and the same book costs more in 
the United States than in other countries, 
the federal report also said.
Publishers aren’t getting all the profits. 
According to the National Association of 
College Stores, publishers get 64.3 percent, 
bookstores 22.4 percent, authors 11.6 per-
cent and shippers 1.7 percent for each dollar 
spent on a new textbook. The proportions 
have not changed over the years.
New editions also jack up the price, which 
often come out annually, according to a 
Government Accountability Office study.
Why are new versions needed in subjects 
such as calculus, “where there hasn’t been 
a major breakthrough in 250 years?” Allen 
asked.
Professors share some of the blame 
because they don’t make price a primary 
consideration when choosing what stu-
dents must buy, she added. Faculty also can 
have a personal interest since sometimes 
they wrote the books they ask students to 
buy.
But often professors don’t know the cost 
of the books they order because publish-
ers do not include the prices on brochures 
or complimentary copies, Allen and others 
said.
It’s a frequent criticism addressed in leg-
islation, passed last week by the House, that 
Professors providing free books 
to students
would require publishers to provide fac-
ulty with more information about pricing, 
explain revisions made to new editions, and 
sell textbooks and supplemental materials 
separately.
House Resolution 4137, which now goes 
to a conference committee (the Senate had 
passed a similar bill), also calls for universi-
ties to tell students which books are needed 
before the start of classes so they have time 
to shop around for better deals. Five states 
have adopted similar changes.
The publishers association said it had 
nothing to hide.
“I really don’t know how we can make it 
more transparent,” Hildebrand said.
Publishers can provide only wholesale 
prices because bookstores set the retail 
prices, he said. And anybody can find text-
book prices on the Internet by typing in 
the International Standard Book Number 
in a search box.
“This information is available,” Hildeb-
rand said. “It takes two-tenths of a second 
to get it. I don’t think that’s an undue 
burden.”
Textbooks, Hildebrand maintained, 
require enormous “intellectual input” from 
authors, editors and designers, which add 
to the cost. And under pressure to keep up 
with the latest in technology, publishers 
are bundling more online and interactive 
materials with books.
“That’s incorporated into the price,” Hil-
debrand said.
Advocates maintain those extras should 
be priced separately.
Some books include one-semester passes 
to online supplements. So when students 
go to sell the books back to the store or 
another student, the extras are worthless, 
Allen said.
Students also have a hard time reselling 
books when a new edition makes theirs 
obsolete. Ferry said the Penn State book-
store had offered her $1 when she tried to 
sell back her pricey astronomy book because 
the professor had ordered the new edition.
Students who don’t want to use the 
campus bookstore have a slew of other 
options, including websites that rent books, 
such as Chegg.com, or CampusBooks.com, 
which finds the best deal through compari-
son shopping.
Still, nothing beats having a professor 
supply the book for free. Another of Smits’ 
students, Steve LaRosa, 22, said he couldn’t 
afford to buy all his books last semester.
But getting more professors to forgo 
print for e-texts may be a challenge.  Text-
bookRevolution.org lists free educational 
materials but has a limited supply and does 
not know how many professors use it.
“You have to get the professor to assign 
the [online] book,” said Jason Turgeon, who 
started the site as a student at Northeastern 
University three years ago.
           MCT 
Unrest over cost 
of textbooks sends 
colleges a message
High textbook prices have students, professors and 
politicians attempting to lessen the cost burden for 
students.
AP
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CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS!
MANIFEST URBAN ARTS FESTIVAL
FRIDAY, MAY 16, 2008 / SOUTH LOOP ARTS CORRIDOR
We are currently accepting volunteer applications to fill various positions necessary to stage 
and make Manifest ’08 a success!
In order to accommodate the public during Manifest we rely heavily on the kindness and 
enthusiasm of volunteers.  We appreciate any contribution made by our volunteers, without 
whom Manifest would not be possible.
We have many positions available, including:
Guest Services 
  Greeter  
  Information Booth Attendant 
  Trolly Attendant  
Volunteer Organization
  Volunteer Center Attendant
  Volunteer Site Manager/Assistant
  Runner
Events Production/Assistance
  Stage Assistant
  Spectacle Builder/Participant
  Transmission Assistant
Learn more about available positions and fill out the application online at:   www.manifest.colum.edu
Questions? Contact Greg Hiles at manifest@colum.edu or 312-344-6789
DEADLINE TO APPLY: April 30, 2008
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Arts & Entertainment
RetuRn of the ChiCago 10
Award-winning director Brett Morgen talks with The Chronicle 
about his new animated film based on the trial after the 1968 
Democratic Convention in Chicago. 
SEE PG. 23 x
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The number of USB drives Universal will 
release Feb. 26 for erykah Badu’s new 
album. According to reuters, record 
companies are tapping into USB technology 
to boost record sales. other musicians 
and groups like The Mars Volta and ringo 
Starr have utilized USB units with album 
releases to offer fans more features like 
photos, bonus tracks and 
computer wallpaper. 
The number of people arrested 
Feb. 16 at the Good Vibrations 
music festival in Sydney, Australia. Most of 
the arrests were for drug-related offenses, 
according to Scopical news. The nearly 
sold-out festival included performances 
by Kanye West, Cypress hill and Thievery 
Corporation. 
My dad, the frustrated actor 
by Matt Fagerholm 
Assistant A&E Editor 
Quit committing cosmetic crimes    
by Chrissy Mahlmeister 
Managing Editor
As a woman, I’m supposed to know every-
thing there is to know about beauty prod-
ucts. But they just confuse the heck out of 
me. Not only are some products hard to use, 
but their gateway into existence is mind 
boggling. I can’t say I haven’t been a victim 
of pointless, busted beauty products, but I 
need to vent my anger for time wasted, or 
confused, over these mystifying make-up 
disasters. 
Lip liner: So, let me get this straight. 
Women want to line their lips in a differ-
ent color than the lipstick they wear … for 
what reason? As if the hot pink lipstick isn’t 
enough, they have to outline the catastrophe 
in brown sludge. I’m sorry. I’m no cosmetol-
ogist and I’ll never understand. People need 
to stop abusing it and at least get a color that 
matches. I mean, if it did, I wouldn’t even 
know they were wearing lip liner!
Glitter: A light shimmer is one thing, roll-
on rainbow glitter is another. I used to take 
mine and put a little dot by the outer parts 
of my eyes when I was in middle school, 
Inside every human being is an artis-
tic spirit waiting to be called forth. Some 
people summon this spirit every day and 
make a living out of it. But the majority 
of the population chooses to suppress its 
inner artist by focusing on more pressing 
matters—like earning a reliable income and 
providing a stable life for their family.
My father is such a person. For the past 25 
years, he’s been a social worker at Thomas 
Jefferson Elementary School in Hoffman 
Estates. His uncanny knack for commu-
nicating with children and helping them 
through their personal struggles has had 
an immeasurable impact on my own child-
hood. Over the years, some students have 
remained in touch with my father, express-
ing their gratitude for all his guidance and 
friendship. There’s no question my dad 
loves his job. But that doesn’t mean he isn’t 
a frustrated actor.
Yes, my dad’s artistic desire has always 
been for acting. He once became so obsessed 
with Jimmy Stewart’s performance in It’s 
a Wonderful Life that I collaborated with 
him on a shot-for-shot remake of the film, 
where he played all of the characters. It 
was a comic spectacle not a million miles 
removed from Be Kind Rewind. 
Another hero of my father’s is Abraham 
Lincoln, whom my father portrays at his 
school each year on Lincoln’s birthday.  And 
but then realized shortly after returning 
home it was a big mistake. This is where 
my confusion sets in: Why are women at 
bars today still doing it? They have on their 
tight tube tops, perfectly straightened hair, 
but then across their chest is a huge crafting 
accident gone wrong.  Glitter is a no-no—no 
matter what.
Hair mascara: Wow, my favorite market-
ing scheme is appealing to the uncommit-
ted, which is where hair mascara comes in. 
You want blue hair, but you’re too much of 
a baby to ACTUALLY do it,  so instead you’ll 
put a few streaks here and there to get the 
edge you’ve always wanted. Well, FYI, we 
know what you’re up to and we can tell that 
crusty mess is only temporary.  Just go all 
the way or do nothing at all.
Lip venom: If you haven’t heard of it, it’s 
basically lip gloss that is infused with spices 
(yeah, I said it—as in cinnamon and ginger) 
to plump up your smackers. I’m already self 
conscious about my large mouth, but this 
just made me plain uncomfortable. I don’t 
get why anyone would purposely put on lip 
gloss that feels like I just made out with a 
fire pit. That stuff burns. I was constantly 
pouting, partially because it killed and 
partially because it made my lips so big I 
couldn’t help it. 
Fake moles: I remember reading about 
fake moles one time in a beauty magazine 
and they suggested just placing one haphaz-
ardly on a big zit if you had one for easy cover 
up. Uh, excuse me? Why wouldn’t concealer 
work again? Now every time I see one I can’t 
help but think something nasty is hiding 
under there. Plus, if people wanted moles, 
then why does everyone keep getting them 
surgically removed? Just a thought. 
Bright-colored mascara: Blue eyeshadow 
is risky enough, but then pairing it with lime 
green mascara just makes me want to vom. 
Isn’t the point of mascara to enhance what’s 
already there? Well, last time I checked no 
one’s eyelashes looked like puke.
cmahlmeister@chroniclemail.com
Chrissy knows best 
Just the ticket 
as for the other 364 days of the year—that’s 
when my dad’s alter-ego comes into play.
For the last few years, my father has alter-
nated between the grounded,  low-key social 
worker he’s always been and an outrageous 
self-created character who has become 
somewhat of a local phenomenon. 
He’s Count Nickel, named after the coin 
onto which Jefferson’s face is engraved. 
The Count dresses formally, along with a 
Dracula cape, a billowing mustache and, of 
course, a Lincoln-style top hat.  He speaks in 
a helium-induced accent that exists some-
where between Transylvania and Borat’s 
Kazakhstan. 
And every once in a while, the Count 
appears on the school’s televised morning 
announcements and performs an educa-
tional rap. Here’s a sample verse from one 
of his recent raps: “Speaking appropriately 
is good to know/ The friendships you have 
will grow and grow/ Include each other and 
don’t be a fiend/ That’s when you’re keepin’ 
it on the green.”
That last line refers to the current school 
slogan that provides color codes for behav-
ior, both good (green) and bad (red). It’s the 
type of concept that would seem rather 
stuffy if it wasn’t for Count Nickel’s exuber-
ant antics. He’s found a way to lecture kids 
about following the rules in a way that feels 
like anything but a lecture. The students 
fell in love with the Count, though some 
teachers noticeably raise their eyebrows 
in his presence, wondering perhaps what 
a veteran social worker is doing in such a 
crazy get-up. Yet such criticism has done 
anything but discourage Nickel.
In fact, the Count’s very presence has 
awakened the artistic mind within some of 
Jefferson’s other educators, who ended up 
creating characters of their own. This past 
Halloween, nearly all the teachers at Jef-
ferson dressed up as their own variation of 
the Count. They included Count Backward, 
Count Dorkula, Count ToTen and Count Ing 
Sheep.  Even the music teacher, aka Countus 
Musicus, got into the act. 
Some of my dad’s fellow co-workers have 
even become bold enough to join him in his 
morning raps. One teacher, a self-professed 
Pirates of the Caribbean fan, came dressed as 
Captain Jack Sparrow, which inspired the 
infamous lyric: “Red behaviors won’t take 
you far/ If you move to red, Captain Jack 
will say, ‘ARRR!’”
If Count Nickel has taught me anything, 
it’s that you don’t have to be a working 
actor or filmmaker in order for the artistic 
impulse to infiltrate and enrich your life. 
My dad proves that every day he walks to 
work with his briefcase and cape in hand.
mfagerholm@chroniclemail.com
RAISIN IN THE SUN  ABC 2/25 at 7 p.m.
TRUE LIFE MINI MARATHON  
MTV  2/26 from 4 p.m. to 9 p.m.
PROJECT RUNWAY  
BrAVo 2/27 at 9 p.m.
HOUSE HUNTERS  
hGTV 2/28 at 9:30 p.m.
What do you get when you mix Diddy, the mom 
from “The Cosby Show” and John Stamos? 
A made-for-TV revival of the Broadway hit “A 
raisin in the Sun,” of course. 
one of the best documentary-style series 
on TV, “True life,” examines issues from gay 
marriage to plastic surgery in an interesting 
and provocative way. it’s about time MTV 
played five hours straight of innovative 
programming. 
it’s finally here. in the first of the two-part 
season four finale, the designers showcase 
their fashion lines at Bryant Park, n.Y.  Victoria 
Beckham also makes an appearance as a 
guest judge. This should be interesting to 
say the least. 
it’s a simple concept, really: Follow a couple or 
family as they embark on buying a home. For 
some reason this show is actually addicting. 
Roamin’ numeRals
2,000
100
13
The number of pages in a report by The 
American College of Physicians asking 
the federal government to declassify 
marijuana as a substance without medical 
value and a high chance of abuse. The 
ACP is the largest group to date to ask 
for a declassification, The Wall 
Street Journal reports.
WHAT NOT TO WEAR  
TlC 2/29 at 8 p.m.
hosts Stacy and Clinton show a Minneapolis 
college student on the brink of graduation 
how to go from dressing like a rebellious teen 
to a professional adult. Pay close attention, 
kids. 
OPRAH’S BIG GIVE   ABC 3/2 at 8 p.m.
Based on an installment from “oprah,” 
contestants compete to creatively give 
away resources for a charitable endeavor. 
As the first part in a 10-part series, the 10 
contestants are given $1,000 and five days 
to change someone’s life. oprah may be a 
bit of a diva, but these stories are always 
touching and a bit of a sobfest—in a good 
way.
MCT
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‘Hot chicks’ dish about dieting  
(Left) Cerina Vincent and Jodi Lipper, fed up with fad diets and calorie counting, touch on issues of insecuri-
ties and lack of con dence in their book ‘How to Eat Like a Hot Chick.’ They have at least two more follow-up 
books in the works, including ‘How to Love Like a Hot Chick’ and ‘How to Wed Like a Hot Chick.’ 
 Jody Warner THE CHRONICLE
Two women redefine meaning 
of ‘hot chick’ in new book  
by Jessica Galliart  
A&E Editor 
SEE BOOK, »  PG. 24
AS A working, twentysomething actress in 
Hollywood, Calif., Cerina Vincent was sur-
rounded by thoughts of dieting and skinny 
celebrities.  She tried every fad diet available 
to keep in shape and only ended up feeling 
guilty about herself when she strayed from 
the strict meal plans. 
Vincent fi nally spoke to Jodi Lipper, who 
worked in editing and publishing, after a 
year of working out next to each other at 
the gym they shared in Los Angeles, and 
the two realized they spent the majority of 
their time stressing over their weight and 
body image. Then Vincent and Lipper took 
a trip to see the “Calorie Commando” show, 
which demonstrates how to eat healthy 
without feeling deprived, on the Food Net-
work in New York City. They saw the TV 
host substitute “real Mexican food” with 
a burrito stu ed with just zucchini and fat 
free cheese, and Lipper and Vincent had 
had enough. They decided to throw out all 
of their ideas of fad dieting and write their 
own self-help/dieting book for women: the 
“anti-diet book.” 
The success of their fi rst book, How to Eat 
Like a Hot Chick, has led Lipper and Vincent 
to work on a series of books, including How 
to Love Like a Hot Chick and How to Wed Like 
a Hot Chick. The Chronicle sat down with 
Lipper and Vincent to talk about writing 
their fi rst book, ditching rice cakes and how 
dieting isn’t all physical.
The Chronicle: So what is a “hot 
chick?” 
Jodi Lipper: We defi ne it in the fi rst page 
of the book. But in short we say it’s not 
about [the] size or age or shape you are, it’s 
about being a confi dent, sexy, empowered 
woman who knows what she wants out of 
life and knows how to get it, doesn’t apolo-
gize for what she looks like or what she eats. 
If you take that defi nition, then being a hot 
chick is really about how to be a confi dent, 
sexy woman. 
Cerina Vincent: It’s not about looking 
like an airbrushed fake celebrity. It’s about 
looking like a confi dent woman who knows 
how to eat a piece of cake, not feel guilty 
about it and balance it out later so that 
she’s not punishing herself or feeling guilty 
about it.
Who is the book targeted to? 
Vincent: This is a girlfriend-to-girlfriend 
book. We came up with this book through 
our friendship and we wrote it this way. It’s 
very funny and uplifting and we talk like 
girlfriends talk. All the diet information in 
there is all the diets Jodi and I have done 
collectively. We’ve taken all of the good 
stu  that really worked and then added in 
our version. We also put stu  in there that 
women need to know, like quit wasting 
your time with rice cakes, Zone bars and 
balance bars.
Why don’t those work? 
Lipper: They actually have a lot of 
calories. 
Vincent: What women don’t realize is 
that for 300 calories, you could have had 
two eggs and two slices of toast. You could 
have had a real breakfast. 
Lipper: Women look at that and say, “Oh 
that’s too much food, I can’t have that for 
breakfast every day.” Meanwhile, calories 
make you so much happier and make you 
feel full and nourished. Women do that all 
the time. We spend so much time putting 
that negative energy out there and putting 
ourselves down. We’re giving them that 
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Gondry’s ‘Rewind’ is 
simply one of a ‘Kind’
(From left) Jack Black, Danny Glover and Mos Def put on their thinking caps in visually inventive brainiac 
Michel Gondry’s new comedy ‘Be Kind Rewind.’ 
MCT
THE BEST part of Be Kind Rewind doesn’t occur 
in the fi lm itself, but in an online video.
The French director, Michel Gondry, 
decided to recreate the trailer for his fi lm 
shot-for-shot, playing all the characters and 
replacing already low-budget production 
values with even more homemade e ects. 
The static on a TV screen becomes a mass 
of yarn, the extras become mannequins 
and Gondry twists and contorts his face 
to resemble all of his actors. To watch the 
video is to be inspired by the boundless 
invention of the artistic impulse. Gondry’s 
sheer excitement about the possibilities of 
the fi lm medium makes his work exhilarat-
ing fun, regardless of its overall success.
Such is the case of Rewind, a cinematic 
work that may not form a coherent whole, 
but generates a great deal of laughter and 
warmth all the same. Mos Def stars as the 
son of a video store owner whose long-time 
business is in danger of closing. His loony 
friend, played by Jack Black, accidentally 
causes his brain to be magnetized when 
his plans to sabotage a power plant go awry. 
When Black enters Def’s store, the magnetic 
waves in his brain erase all the store’s tapes. 
Desperate to save the fate of the store, the 
two friends decide to recreate each of the 
store’s fi lms from scratch in a hand-crafted 
style largely reminiscent of, well, Gondry.
When Gondry was in Chicago for a public 
Q&A this past January, he admitted when 
he started working in America, he only 
understood a small percentage of what his 
English-speaking co-workers were saying. 
This makes his unique visual style some-
what easier to understand, since they seem 
to be born out of a childlike, half-understood 
view of the universe. In the Gondry universe, 
a car may take the basic shape of what the 
audience knows to be a car, but upon closer 
viewing, one realizes that the “car” consists 
of cardboard and egg cartons.
The director’s refusal to use digital 
e ects unless when deemed necessary is 
truly inspiring in an age when Hollywood 
piles on one lazy computer graphic after 
another. Rewind is essentially a celebration 
of Gondry’s own style, putting his playful 
technique in service of a story that champi-
ons the e orts of anyone who ever wanted 
to make a movie. With bittersweet nostal-
‘Eternal Sunshine’ director 
celebrates the imagination of 
low budget filmmaking  
by Matt Fagerholm
Assistant A&E Editor
gia, the fi lm recalls a time before DVD and 
YouTube, when the cinematic art form still 
had a mysterious majesty that couldn’t be 
experienced on a cell phone.
The cast is note-perfect, with Black deliv-
ering his most uproarious work since The 
School of Rock, and Def proving to be an excel-
lent foil. Their comedic chemistry makes 
the fi lm stay afl oat on the occasions when 
Gondry allows the fi lm to go completely 
haywire. Danny Glover lends his distinctive 
raspy earnestness to the touching role of 
Def’s father, while Melonie Diaz, Mia Farrow, 
Irv Gooch and Marcus Carl Franklin provide 
a wealth of charm every time they appear 
onscreen.  Though Gondry didn’t allow his 
cast to view the fi lms they would recreate 
in Rewind, audiences who are familiar with 
the fi lms—such as Ghostbusters, Rush Hour 2 
and Men in Black—will certainly be laughing 
more than the viewers who aren’t.
Despite all its merits, Rewind is far from 
perfect.  After turning the Charlie Kaufman 
script Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind 
into a timeless masterpiece, Gondry has yet 
to write a fi lm himself that resonates on a 
dramatic level as well as a stylistic one. His 
last fi lm, The Science of Sleep,  was a shapeless 
mess that seemed as if Gondry had simply 
chosen to fi lm his doodle pad. Rewind is an 
infi nitely more successful e ort, though 
its uneven tone at times shifts uneasily 
between silliness and seriousness.  The fi nal 
15 minutes are more heavy-handed than 
necessary, and when Gondry attempts to 
recreate the ending of It’s a Wonderful Life, it 
strikes a well-intentioned but false note.
That said, Be Kind Rewind may be Gondry’s 
most plot-driven fi lm to date, but it is also 
his most accessible. It may fi nally win the 
visionary director the mainstream audience 
he deserves. It could also motivate young 
aspiring fi lmmakers to follow their own 
vision and passion without conforming to 
the fl avorless trends of Hollywood. Gondry 
may be an acquired taste, but there are few 
fi lmmakers whose work is as delicious.  
mfagerholm@chroniclemail.com
Writer/Director: Michel Gondry
Running time: 101 minutes
Rating: PG-13
Now playing in local theaters
F I LM  B I TS
‘Be Kind Rewind’
Film review
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Playwright undergoes search for a ‘Missing Man’
Writer/actress Mary Scruggs turned her experience of riding cross-country on motorcycle with three hundred Vietnam veterans 
into the solo show ‘Missing Man.’ 
Courtesy LIVE BAIT THEATER
THREE HUNDRED motorcyclists 
blazed across America in the 
spring of 2001. But they weren’t 
the average group of easy riders. 
Each of them had served in Viet-
nam, and they were making their 
annual cross-country trek to the 
Vietnam Memorial in Washing-
ton, D.C. 
Yet on this particular trip was 
an unlikely passenger: 35-year-old 
Chicago playwright Mary Scruggs. 
She left her husband and 4-year-
old son behind to travel with these 
veterans for an unforgettable ride. 
Nearly seven years later, Scruggs 
has turned her experience into 
the solo show, “Missing Man,” cur-
rently running at Chicago’s Live 
Bait Theater, 3914 N. Clark St. 
Scruggs had previously planned 
to turn her story into a novel, until 
Live Bait’s artistic director Sharon 
Evans convinced her to take it to 
the theater. 
“It frankly took me a while to 
work up the guts to do it,” Scruggs 
said. 
The Chicago playwright was no 
stranger to the theater world. Her 
father was an amateur actor and 
her mother was a public school 
teacher, which led Scruggs to a 
career blending education with 
theater. She has written a series 
of plays entitled “The Fairy Trials,” 
which taught Cook County resi-
dents about their court system. 
Scruggs currently heads up the 
writing program for The Second 
City’s Chicago training center. 
Yet no matter how much previ-
ous theater experience she had, 
Scruggs never performed any-
thing resembling a solo show. She 
found much guidance from Evans 
in shaping her screenplay.
“She would just ask me ques-
tions to help me get in touch with 
what an audience would want to 
know,” Scruggs said. “Because it 
was such an overwhelming expe-
rience, it led me to sort out what 
the through line would be for an 
audience.” 
The clarity of that through line 
(aka narrative connection with the 
audience) was further sharpened 
by her collaboration with director 
Edward Thomas-Herrera, Colum-
bia’s creative production coordi-
nator for creating and printing 
services. His past experience on 
several other solo shows allowed 
him to e  ciently sort through 
Scruggs’ densely layered story. 
“There’s so many characters 
that she talks about,” Thomas said. 
“So you have to make sure that 
when she talks about a particu-
lar character, she’s always talking 
about him in the same part of the 
stage to clarify where and who he 
is.  My job was making sure every-
thing she talks about is specifi c 
onstage so the audience can see 
it with her.” 
Much of the play’s comedy 
tradition of its famous writer/per-
formers who put story and charac-
ter above all else. 
She also encourages Colum-
bia’s acting majors searching for 
their own artistic voice to try out 
The Second City’s semester-long 
Comedy Studies program. Scruggs 
admits that her current students 
from Columbia have instilled 
hope within her about the current 
generation’s refusal to ignore the 
wounds of war. 
“I was talking to the Colum-
bia students the other day, and it 
struck me how engaged and com-
mitted everybody in the class was, 
on a level that was new to me,” 
Scruggs said. “I feel like there’s a 
shift in consciousness politically 
with the election coming up and 
the young people really getting 
involved in the process.”
mfagerholm@chroniclemail.com
Second City’s Mary 
Scruggs performs her 
first solo show  
by Matt Fagerholm
Assistant A&E Editor
stems from Scruggs’ interactions 
with the colorful group of motor-
cyclists she traveled with. She said 
her experience at The Second City 
has helped sharpen her comic 
timing.
“It’s like racing around with a 
lot of marathon runners,” Scruggs 
said. “You got to keep your wind up 
or you’re going to be left behind.” 
Her first mentor in comedy, 
however, was her father, who often 
gave advice to Scruggs during her 
school plays.
“His whole thing was: Don’t 
step on a laugh, you gotta leave 
room for the audience to laugh, 
otherwise they won’t,” Scruggs 
said. “When I was 16 he’d be like, 
‘Great performance, but in the 
middle of act two there was that 
line you stepped on.’ And I was 
just like, ‘Thanks, Dad.’”
It was Scruggs’ relationship 
with her father that played a cru-
cial role in her emotional connec-
tion with the experiences of the 
veterans. Her father, who passed 
away while waiting for an organ 
transplant that never came, was 
a Vietnam vet. Scruggs thus made 
a conscious e ort to comment on 
America’s treatment of war veter-
ans, if not the war itself, through 
her play.
“Dealing with loss is hard, and 
the temptation to just ignore it 
is enormous,” Scruggs said. “We 
bury a lot. It’s the whole thing 
with, ‘Let’s not take pictures of 
the fl ag-draped co  ns; let’s just 
pretend that it’s not there.  That’s 
going to bring everyone down.’ 
And it’s like, well, maybe we need 
to be brought down.” 
Scruggs noted the entire reason 
the Vietnam veterans went on the 
annual trip was just to allow each 
other to process the loss that their 
own nation refused to acknowl-
edge.
Before the trip, Scruggs had 
always thought of Vietnam vet-
erans as her elders. It all changed 
when she viewed a photo album 
fi lled with the faces of teenage 
veterans in the midst of their ser-
vice.
“It struck me how young they 
were,” Scruggs said. “They hon-
estly didn’t look much older than 
my 4-year-old.”
Back home, her husband Rich-
ard had confi dence in his wife’s 
fairly risky endeavor, while caring 
for their son. Both Richard and 
Mary came from artistic back-
grounds, and each were devoted 
to supporting each other in their 
artistic pursuits.
All the support paid o  this year 
when “Missing Man” premiered 
on Jan. 24 to enthusiastic reviews 
and audiences. Scruggs credits The 
Second City for guiding her in the 
Writer/actress:
               Mary Scruggs
Director: Edward Thomas
Runs through Mar. 2
Tickets: $20 Fri. & Sat.
            $15 Thu. & Sun.
Show starts 8 p.m. Thu. & Fri. & Sat.
                  3 p.m. Sun.
Now playing at the Live Bait Theater, 
3914 N. Clark St. 
For more info, visit LiveBaitTheater.org
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‘Missing Man’
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black niU sweatshirt, showing her support 
for niU students.
“i want people to honor my friends at niU,” 
Zevitz said. ”We really underestimate where 
it can happen. [You] never think it’s going to 
happen to you until it happens to you.”
Zevitz represents the style philosophy of 
most Columbia students: This winter it is 
about comfortable fashion. Pairing T-shirts 
to represent the bands, places and people 
we love is an expression of our moods 
and opinions.
Fashion is not only about the style. like 
any form of art, fashion can be a reflection 
on society.
Masterpieces better than the 
author’s most famous work
Derek Kucynda, Assistant A&E Editor Becky Schlikerman, Associate Editor
  
Photo Fix
Ways i can spend my $600 
from the stimulus package
by Elaine tsang  
Staff Writer
TOP 5
Wes Giglio, Commentary Editor
VirGin MeDiA
Most anticipated CDs of the 
spring
—D. Kucynda
elaine Tsang is a senior fashion management 
major at Columbia.
check me out
Janet Jackson, Discipline: Jackson’s 
tenth studio album, which will be 
released on Feb.  26, abandons the slinky 
R&B sound Jackson is famous for.   Instead, 
the album promises to be more suited 
for the dance floor, with more erotic 
come-ons over thumping pop beats. 
The Hush Sound, Goodbye Blues: The 
Hush Sound is expected to release their 
third studio album on March 18. I’m 
from Chicago, so I have to show love 
for this Chicago-based band and their 
catchy tunes.
Lil Wayne, Tha Carter III: After releas-
ing mix tape after mix tape, Lil Wayne is 
actually releasing a studio CD on March 
18. The self-proclaimed “best rapper 
alive” has collaborated with producers 
like Kanye West, Timbaland and Justin 
Timberlake. 
Panic at the Disco, Pretty. Odd: After 
indulging in the sinful catchiness of the 
Las Vegas quartet’s last album, A Fever 
You Can’t Sweat Out, I’m expecting this 
album, with a March 25 release date, to 
showcase a more mature sound.
Nas,  N-----: I’m a fan of Nas, but I’m more 
interested in finding out more about the 
derogatory title and its reference to the 
album’s content. Is he going to diss Don 
Imus? It’s a possibility.
A trip: It’s cold outside, and I’m sick of it. 
I could leave Chicago for a week during 
spring break and head to a tropical 
paradise,  away from the bone-chilling 
winds and slushy puddles I inevitably 
step in. The ocean, warmth and happi-
ness are just a plane ride away.
Clothes: I could stimulate the retail 
economy by adding to my wardrobe. I 
could buy some really expensive stuff 
I would never buy otherwise, or I could 
stick to the basics I usually wear. Who 
says a person can never have enough 
black clothes?
Loans: The practical and smart way to 
spend the extra money. After all, I’m 
graduating this semester, and I’m going 
to have to start paying back for my 
education.
Presents: I could be generous and buy 
my friends and family some nice stuff. 
I’m sure my mom would love a spa 
day, and my friends would love some 
booze.
Save it: This would be the last thing 
Congress and the president want. This 
money is supposed to jump-start the 
economy and having it just sit in my 
bank account does nothing for them. 
That’s pretty rebellious.
Franny and Zooey by J.D. Salinger: Better 
than The Catcher in the Rye. Catcher is an 
excellent book, but there are few greater 
pleasures than spending a few hours 
with one or several members of the 
Glass family.  Also, Franny and Zooey is 
better than pretty much everything.
As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner: 
Better than The Sound and the Fury. Again, 
I love The Sound and the Fury, but Dying is 
a little more universal, and serves as a 
rough-sawn metaphor for much of the 
Depression-era South.  
The Last Temptation of Christ directed 
by Martin Scorsese: Better than Goodfel-
las. Temptation is philosophically com-
plex, soul-searching and totally fearless. 
Also, I’ve just never liked Goodfellas.
Macbeth by William Shakespeare: 
Better than Hamlet or Romeo and Juliet. 
No intellectual reason—I just like me 
some Macbeth. 
One from the Heart, written and direct-
ed by Francis Ford Coppola: Better than 
The Godfather or Apocalypse Now. I’m just 
messing with you. It’s The Conversation 
that’s better.
Winter can really limit your style. 
You have to wear thick layers to keep 
warm and snow shoes that can sustain 
Chicago’s unpredictable winter. Keeping 
your stylish eskimo look can be a 
challenge, but it can be done in many 
ways.
As i was strolling down a hallway in the 
South Campus Building, 624 S. Michigan 
Ave., i spotted junior arts, entertainment 
and media management major laurel 
Zevitz sporting a black northern illinois 
University sweatshirt with red and 
white letters. She layered her black niU 
sweatshirt with a “booty-hugging” beige 
sweatshirt on top of a gray long-sleeved 
shirt. With black tights underneath, she 
finished off her look with white and black 
musical note socks peeking out of the 
top of her black Uggs. Zevitz’s layers 
highlight her ensemble along with her 
Have a question about current trends or want 
to recommend one? E-mail us at chronicle@
colum.edu. 
Incarcerated and in need of a fix, Amy 
Winehouse’s husband Blake Fielder-
Civil has been found exchanging signed 
photos of his wife for heroin.
After overdosing on heroin and an 
unknown toxic substance in the slam-
mer, Fielder-Civil was rushed to Lon-
don’s Pentonville prison’s hospital to 
be treated, according to the NewsOfT-
heWorld.com.
Fielder-Civil, who failed three random 
drug tests in prison before overdosing, 
was scolded by prison officials and taken 
to solitary confinement.
ShowbizSpy.com reported Fielder-
Civil has been exchanging personalized 
notes from Winehouse to other inmates 
for drugs,  hoping to cash in on his wife’s 
popularity.
It’s appalling to use your wife to cash 
in on a smack fix, but it is inexcusable 
when your wife is Winehouse, who has 
been trying to clean up her act by going 
to rehab. Her husband continues to be 
a dreadful influence on her as he ven-
tures into dope-land,  looking to cure his 
demonic itch.
The poor girl cannot possibly get 
better with losers like Fielder-Civil at 
her side, using her to greedily grab the 
goods he needs to stay dirty.
Clean up your act, jackass, or you’ll 
lose more than your wife.  You’ll lose 
your life.
Junior laurel Zevitz wears a northern illinois University sweatshirt to show 
respect to some of her friends at niU who are affected by the tragic shooting 
that occurred on Feb. 14, and black Ugg boots. rachael Strecher The ChroniCle
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‘Clouds’ span genres
Ivy Iraula and Ben Ward play with Andy Warhol’s ‘Silver Clouds’ while Alexandra Miller assists a few clouds that have begun to 
de ate. The clouds,  lled with helium and air, are part of an exhibit at Loyola University Museum of Art, 820 N. Michigan Ave.
 Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE
Loyola exhibit 
incorporates dance, 
pop-art showcasing 
Andy Warhol’s art
by Colin Shively
Assistant A&E Editor 
PILLOW-LIKE CLOUDS are pushed 
around the room by a slight breeze, 
moving them into di erent sourc-
es of light casting prisms of colors 
against the walls and fl oors. Pho-
tographs hang on the walls and 
dance sequences play on video 
screens depicting an era of pop-
art. Dancers perform their rhyth-
mic routines as passersby stop to 
look and take in the scene.
The five-part exhibit, which 
opened on Feb. 16 at Loyola 
University Chicago Museum of 
Art, 820 N. Michigan Ave., starts 
with a walkthrough of “Rain-
Forest,” by Merce Cunningham, 
and is followed by Andy Warhol 
collections and other compila-
tions of work by photographers 
and dancers.  The collaboration 
between the di erent exhibits is 
the museum’s demonstration of 
bridging the gap between dance 
and art.
Pamela Ambrose, director of Cul-
tural A airs at LUMA, described 
the collaborative collections as 
“special” because the viewers have 
multiple chances to be a part of 
the gallery.
“The public gets to touch the 
art,” Ambrose said. “They get to 
feel the beats the dancers are 
moving to, and they get to witness 
fi rsthand the creation of pop-art 
and how it relates to other disci-
plines.”
“RainForest” was created by 
Cunningham after a visit to 
Warhol’s “Silver Clouds” exhibit, 
which follows “RainForest” in 
the exhibit. “Silver Clouds” fi rst 
opened in 1966 at the Leo Cas-
telli Gallery in New York City. The 
clouds, made of thin silver fi lm, 
are fi lled with helium and free 
fl oat throughout the 3,000 sq. ft. 
museum.  The clouds are propelled 
by a soft breeze created by fans 
placed around the museum fl oor.
“You can see your refl ection in 
[the clouds] quite clearly,” Ambro-
se said. “Warhol’s pop-interpre-
tation of heaven and life is very 
unique.”
“Silver Clouds” is described as 
what happens when an artist lets 
go control of his/her artwork and 
lets it develop on its own,  Ambrose 
said. It signifi es how dancers liber-
ate their restrictions and impro-
vise their movements.
As visitors walk past “Silver 
Clouds,” they will see the next 
collection is a compilation called 
“Warhol and Silver Clouds at the 
Factory” and is made up of photo-
graphs taken by photojournalist 
Nat Finkelstein. Finkelstein docu-
mented Warhol’s creation of his 
collections through photographs, 
with the most well-known being 
Warhol standing among his clouds 
in the Castelli Gallery. 
Along with the photographs, 
Finkelstein will give a lecture 
about the exhibit and his life as 
a photographer. These photo-
graphs precede fi ve print portfo-
lios by Warhol which portray his 
understanding of America and its 
ideals.
The end of the exhibit displays 
the second visual and interactive 
part of the exhibit; “… point … to 
line … to plane: Labanotation” and 
Antony Tudor’s “The Leaves are 
Fading.” These demonstrations 
incorporate dances performed by 
professionals that tie in the col-
laborative work between dancers 
and visual artists.
“Labanotation is a type of visual 
art that depicts body movement 
direction and level of the move-
ment in a given dance routine,” 
Ambrose said. “It is the part of the 
exhibit that connects dance and 
art together by demonstrating the 
collaboration between visual art-
ists and dancers.
Bonnie Brooks, chair of Colum-
bia’s Dance Department, will be 
giving a lecture on the type of 
work dancers and visual artists 
performed together in the 20th cshively@chroniclemail.com
century.
“Dance and art are one [in] the 
same,” Brooks said. “Art and dance 
are both ways to express one’s pas-
sions and when you combine art 
and dance, you get a very beautiful 
outcome.”
The Loyola University Museum of 
Art is open Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to 8 
p.m. and Wednesday through Sunday 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.  Admission 
on Tuesdays is free, and admission 
for students up to 25 years of age is 
always free with a valid ID. For more 
information, call the museum at (312) 
915-7600.
Right foot
forward
An injured roller derby competitor recovers 
as the community unites in support
By Jessica Galliart
Photos by Andrew A. Nelles
I t was like any other roller derby game, with a few falls and the normal point in the game where a pile-up of women skaters clad in kneepads, helmets and fishnets would happen for one reason or another. Some girls are just clumsy; others are just vicious.But this day, Aug. 25, 2007, was different. Normally after a pile-up during a Windy City Rollers bout, the skaters begin to get up and clear out. Sometimes, the roar from the audience will simmer down to a quiet hush if one skater doesn’t get up immediately then 
boisteriously cheer again when that skater gets up to limp off the track with a few scrapes or bruises.
But after all of the skaters had cleared off the pile-up and regrouped to prepare their next line-up, 
Elizabeth Gomez, a skater for The Fury, said she heard nothing but silence from the crowd.
“We all in the back of our heads aren’t noticing that people are cheering or not cheering because we’re 
so used to it,” Gomez said. “And the silence that we heard was no one saying anything; no one’s even 
breathing. There was a moment where it got even quieter, if you can believe it. I think that’s when all of 
us … our hearts just dropped.”
Lawyer by day and the agile roller derby chick “Tequila Mockingbird” by night, Tahirah Johnson 
didn’t get up. She laid motionless on the track as people began to rush to her side. Unable to feel any-
thing below her shoulders, she never lost consciousness. But Johnson said she remembers feeling as if 
her body was in shock, no pain at all.
“It also occurred to me that I might not make it through the night,” Johnson said. “I wanted to make 
sure to say goodbye to everyone. Before the paramedics got there, I made sure to tell the doctor at the 
game to tell my mom and boyfriend that I love them and that I was an organ donor.”
At the hospital, doctors diagnosed her with a C4 spinal cord injury, which left her paralyzed from 
the shoulders down. After 10 days in an intensive care unit and 3 1/2 months of inpatient care, Johnson 
moved back into an apartment in Ukrainian Village, spoke at the season opener of the Windy City 
Rollers roller derby league and, with the support of the community, continues to work toward gaining 
the strength to walk on her own again.
How the wheels began to roll 
Johnson began competing with the Windy City Rollers shortly after the league was formed in 2004. 
As a fairly active Chicagoan who often ran or rode her bike all over the city, Johnson, who had never 
competed in roller derby before the Windy City Rollers, said she was attracted to the exciting and 
competitive nature of the sport.
“Initially, I found out about it from a flier that was at The Note [bar in Wicker Park],” Johnson said. 
“I was there for a poetry reading, so when I thought no one was looking, I took down the information 
and contacted them.”
As a full-time criminal defense and divorce lawyer, Johnson kept roller derby as a part-time hobby, 
practicing four days a week and competing in a game once a month.
“She was pretty frightening when you were on the track,” said Gomez, aka Juanna Rumbel, who co-
founded the Windy City Rollers in 2004. “She was someone you had a hard time getting past. When we 
would run boot camp she was one of my motivations to work harder; she was always faster and so much 
more motivated.”
Though the women competing in roller derby infamously exude a tough, fierce exterior in the rink, 
Gomez said she remembers bursting into tears the night Johnson was injured in a game, the worst injury 
in the history of roller derby, Gomez said.
“Understanding this is a part of the game, I think you expect broken legs, broken collarbones,” 
Gomez said. “But you never expect that someone would be that drastically hurt. It’s just one of those 
things, that it would be the last thing to happen.”
Though nobody is quite sure what happened to cause Johnson’s injury, Gomez and Johnson said they 
think she was kicked in the neck at some point during the pile-up.
“I know for a fact there hasn’t been anything [this severe in roller derby before],” Gomez said. “I think 
Tahira is definitely the first spinal cord injury in roller derby, which has been around since 1935.”
Prayer, meditation and ‘True Crime’
During the 3 1/2 months Johnson stayed in inpatient care following her accident, she spent her days 
socializing with other patients and watching a lot of television. Her paralysis, at first, left her unable to 
move anything below her shoulders.
“Especially before I started getting my left hand back, I couldn’t do much of anything,” Johnson said. 
“I had a neck brace on for six weeks, so I had some very long days and not being able to look around 
very much.”
Through extensive three-hour long rehab sessions six days a week to work on gaining mobility in her 
arms and legs, Johnson eventually regained a limited use of her left arm and hand. Her right hand was 
“dead” and didn’t move for 1 1/2 weeks after her injury, and her right side in general is weaker, she said. 
“Once I could start using a couple of fingers on my left hand, I could start reading the paper on my 
own without having someone turn the page, [which] was a big help,” Johnson said. “I felt a little pain 
when things were coming back. My knees would hurt a little bit. Nothing brutal.”
Before moving into her apartment with her boyfriend, Johnson, now able to mobilize in a powered 
wheelchair, said she was able to survive the long days at rehab with prayer, meditation and the TV show 
“True Crime.”
Now able to use her left hand, which clenches into a sort of loose fist, and stand a bit on her own, 
Johnson uses technology to help her with daily tasks. To talk on her cell phone, Johnson wears a 
Bluetooth earpiece on her left ear, which she can tap with her left hand to answer, and a voice-activated 
program on her laptop to access her e-mail and send letters, she said.
Johnson, who said she’s considering going into disability law when she goes back to working as a 
lawyer, qualified for Medicaid to pay for medical expenses. But she wouldn’t be able to afford to stay in 
Chicago if it weren’t for the fund started for her by people in the community, she said. 
Helping hands 
Shortly after Johnson’s accident, Gomez began to send out letters to businesses, sponsors, roller derby 
supporters and other roller derby leagues to gather support for a fund for Johnson. Though Medicaid helps 
to cover most of Johnson’s health care costs, Gomez wanted to develop the fund to help Johnson with 
the loss of income she would face when she returned home.
The community reacted quickly and passionately. Businesses like Bleeding Heart Bakery, 1955 W. 
Belmont Ave., which is one of the Rollers’ top sponsors, began selling cupcakes adorned with Windy 
City Rollers toppers, with the proceeds made from the cupcakes going to a fund for Johnson.
Michelle Garcia, owner of Bleeding Heart, said she really wanted to be a part of the support system 
for Johnson, and for every cupcake sold, Garcia pulls one dollar from the register and puts it in a 3-foot 
tall jar in the bakery.
“It took me a long time to figure out exactly what I wanted to do [for Johnson],” Garcia said. “I grew 
up kind of in the same kind of scene as the girls [in roller derby]. I think it’s really great because it em-
powers girls in the punk rock scene who I believe have always been seen in a negative light.”
The cupcake benefit was intended to last the entire month of February, but Garcia said she hopes to 
keep the benefit going longer. In the first 10 days selling the cupcakes, Garcia said customers donated 
about $300.
Other benefits and fundraisers have been held in Johnson’s name at local bars, taverns and clubs. 
Gomez said about $10,000 has been raised for the fund. 
What’s so wrong with roller derby? 
During her hourlong session at her rehab facility, Johnson never complains once. Her sweet, highpitched 
voice lowers a bit when she tires from balancing on the parallel bars and her bright smile dissipates into 
a bit of a strain when she pushes to kick her foot forward, but her positive attitude and progression make 
her stand out at her facility.
“She’s great,” said Kelly Crossley, a physical therapist at Day Rehab Center, 307 W. Grand Ave. “She 
always has a positive attitude, she’s developing more trunk control and has an improved body awareness.”
Though Gomez said the reactions from roller derby players were mixed after Johnson’s accident—
some retired immediately, some were nervous to skate again, others kept playing as normal—Johnson 
doesn’t harbor any hard feelings toward the sport.
But would she ever like to get back on the roller derby track?
“Oh, sure,” she said.
“Understanding this is a part of the game,
I think you expect broken legs, broken 
collarbones. But you never expect that
someone would be that drastically hurt."
—Elizabeth Gomez, Windy City Rollers co-founder
Above: Physical therapists Larry Woods and Kelly Crossley 
assist Tahirah Johnson prior to beginning a therapy routine.
Top: Practicing standing using parallel bars for support.  
Bottom: Bleeding Heart Bakery began selling cupcakes 
adorned with Windy City Rollers toppers to donate the 
proceeds to a fund for Johnson.
Above: Johnson practices walking by using a device called a 
LiteGate, which suspends her into a walking position. 
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Brett Morgen, director of ‘Chicago 10,’ recreates the ‘circus-like’ atmosphere of the trials of 10 leaders 
charged with conspiracy and inciting riots after the 1968 Democratic Convention in Chicago in his new 
documentary. 
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What a riot 
It was the summer of 1968 when the streets 
of Chicago vibrated with the sounds of 
tanks, the steps of soldiers and anti-riot 
SWAT teams. More than 10,000 members 
of the Yippie and National Mobilization 
Committee to End the War in Vietnam (aka 
MOBE) groups swarmed Grant Park hoping 
to peacefully march on to the National Dem-
ocratic Convention to demonstrate against 
the Vietnam War. The marches turned to 
riots, police deployed tear gas and violence 
ensued.  The people of Chicago stood still as 
they witnessed a revolution.
The riots of 1968 inspired award-winning 
director Brett Morgen, director of The Kid 
Stays in the Picture and On the Ropes, to create 
the documentary Chicago 10, to be released 
on Feb. 29.  With the help of court transcripts 
from the trial of 10 leaders charged with 
conspiracy, archival footage of the riots 
and computer animation, Morgen created 
a documentary that reveals the tyrannical 
government of the ’60s and gives insight 
into the events leading up to the riots.
The Chronicle spoke with Morgen about 
his inspirations,  his experience in the film 
industry and reactions to his film.
The Chronicle: During the court scenes, 
how true is the dialogue compared to the 
court transcripts?
Brett Morgen: The dialogue, with the 
exception of one or two lines that the actors 
improvised, is taken directly from the tran-
scripts. Now, in all fairness, occasionally I 
would take a line from day 102 and use it on 
day 33 or 37, but all of the dialogue is real. It 
still shocks me to this day that all that hap-
pened. As I read the transcripts I was like 
“there is no way all this happened.” And I 
was thinking that when I animate this it is 
going to seem even more farcical, like there 
is no way this could have happened. 
What parts did you leave in and what 
did you take out? How did you decide?
Well it is almost impossible to answer 
that because the court transcript is 23,000 
pages long, and the movie probably repre-
sents about 33 pages. But what I tried to do 
was to try and give you a representation of 
the moments of the trial that would pro-
vide the flavor and sense of experience on 
what that courtroom was like. I think it 
is difficult, and not only in the animation 
of the film but when young audiences see 
the rioting in the film, to believe that this 
happened in our parents’ lifetime and on 
U.S. soil. I want them to know that there 
were three guys sitting around a table 
going, “This war sucks; let’s do something 
about it.” And next thing you know there 
are tanks in the streets of Chicago.
Why did you feel that using mostly ani-
mation with a little archival footage was 
more effective than all real footage?
Well there was no footage shot inside 
the courtroom, so I either had to use actors 
reenacting the scenes or film a bunch of 
guys in their 70s talking about what hap-
pened in the courtroom or animate it. And 
it is a little more fun watching it animated. 
Now more importantly, most people have 
recorded the trial as being a circus-like 
atmosphere. So I thought that by animat-
ing it, it would serve a lot of purposes: one, 
being a commentary on the trial, and two, 
it would communicate in a way I felt was 
more accessible to people my age and your 
age. This is a movie about a youthful revolu-
tion that is earmarked and tailor-made for 
a youthful generation.
What do you think is stopping this gen-
eration from mobilizing and standing up 
for what it believes in?
Your generation is nothing like the ’60s 
generation and you are doing things they 
never did. The protests are not in the streets 
anymore—they are on the Internet, they 
are on YouTube. Now, on an overt level, we 
don’t have a draft; it makes it a little hard 
to protest when your immediate life is not 
impacted. When you are fighting a war 
8,000 miles away, you go about your daily 
lives. 
Well, those people who were in Chicago 
on the week of Aug. 25, 1968, they might well 
have been in Prague or Vietnam because 
those streets were filled with tanks. And 
you guys do get things done. In 2006, you 
guys came out in full force, but you had a 
Director explores 1968 
Chicago riots, conspiracy 
trials in new feature film 
by Colin shively
Assistant A&E Editor
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Lipper, Vincent originally 
self-published ‘Hot Chick’ 
information they need so they don’t have 
to waste their time beating themselves up 
because they know how to balance it out 
and make better choices.
How do dieting and mental perceptions 
of dieting connect? 
Vincent: There’s a whole 
connection there. The more 
you tell yourself, “I can’t have 
that,” the more you want it. 
Lipper: It really is a mental 
change. In the book, there’s 
just as much confidence 
boosting as diet and food 
advice. And we say really 
ridiculous things, like, “You 
can’t eat that ever,  so don’t.”
Some readers have com-
plained about the language 
and sex talk in the book. 
Lipper: The thing is, this is 
a girlfriend to girlfriend book. 
This is how girls talk to each other. We talk 
about sex, we curse around each other. 
There’s some risque language in there.  And 
we didn’t do that for the shock value; we 
wrote it because that’s who we are.  
Vincent: It’s one of those things that we 
don’t want to apologize for, because it goes 
against everything we say in our defini-
tion of the hot chick. We don’t ever mean 
to offend anybody, but we don’t want to 
apologize for who we are. 
How will college students relate? 
Vincent: We came up with this idea in 
our early 20s because we were not having 
enough fun, spending way too much time 
and energy obsessing over this and not 
knowing what to do. Every time we give a 
piece of diet information we make it into 
sort of a joke, because we wanted to keep it 
light and fun.
Lipper: There’s no gimmick. We wanted 
to write something that would be fun, that 
someone who might not normally be inter-
ested in a diet book would read because it’s 
funny.  And that someone else might pick it 
up and read it because they actually want to 
lose weight and want a diet 
book that actually has food 
that they love.
Since neither of you 
had any previous writing 
experience, what chal-
lenges did you face in 
writing your first book? 
Vincent: First of all, 
this was originally a self-
published book. We came 
up with this idea and we 
took it to publishers and 
everyone was really excit-
ed about it, and we almost 
sold it but they were like 
“I don’t know, neither 
of you are experts, why don’t you talk to 
a nutritionist and then we’ll publish it.” 
Then we looked at each other and decided, 
“You know what, no. We’re not going to add 
an expert; it’s not an expert book.” It’s a 
girlfriend-to-girlfriend book.  So we decided 
to do it ourselves. 
Lipper: We self-published it, printed it, 
paid for it, invested all of our money. We 
pretty much sold out all of our copies, and 
then Harper Collins made us an offer. 
jgalliart@chroniclemail.com
president who responded by sending 
30,000 more troops into Iraq, which is 
demoralizing.
What can our generation take away 
from this film and from this historic 
event?
I think the thing that I want you to take 
away from my film is what Jerry Rubin says 
at the end of the film: “I ain’t your daddy, I 
can’t tell you what to do.”  You need to ask 
yourself what you can be doing.  Are you 
doing enough? And I think ultimately we all 
have strong opinions and it is up to us to see 
Courtesy MelissA Berger
MORGEN: x
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Director: bring sense of fun to 
anti-war movement 
how far our commitment runs. And I think 
that when you see the level of commitment 
used in the anti-war movement and the 
demonstrators, it challenges you and asks 
you how far are you willing to go. 
That said, I think that everyone is going 
to get something different. The one thing 
I think should be taken away from Chi-
cago 10 is the sense of fun in the anti-war 
movement. No one wants to go to an anti-
war protest on a Friday night and freeze to 
death. But bring out a rock band, like Rage 
Against the Machine, and play in Lincoln 
Park and then […] do whatever. 
Chicago 10 will be screened at the Film Row 
Cinema in the 1104 Center, 1104 S. Wabash Ave., 
on Feb. 26. Time to be announced. Admission is 
free and open to students and the public with a 
panel discussion following the film.
cshively@chroniclemail.com 
(left to right) Animated characters of Bobby seale, Abbie hoffman and Jerry rubin are charged with 
conspiracy and inciting a riot in ‘Chicago 10.’ 
Courtesy roADsiDe ATTrACTions
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1. “American Idol” (Tuesday), FOX.
2. “American Idol” (Wednesday), FOX.
3. “House,” FOX.
4. “Grey’s Anatomy,” ABC.
5. “CSI,” CBS.
—Nielsen Media Research 
people in the news
Television
Film
1. Jumper, 20th Century FOX.
2. The Spiderwick Chronicles, 
Paramount.
3. Step Up 2 the Streets, Buena Vista.
4. Fool’s Gold, Warner Bros.
5. Definitely, Maybe, Universal.
—Media by Numbers LLC 
Songs
Albums
1. “Low,” Flo Rida feat. T-Pain. Poe Boy/
Atlantic.
2. “With You,” Chris Brown. Jive/Zomba. 
(Gold)
3. “Don’t Stop the Music,” Rihanna. 
SRP/Def Jam/IDJMG.
4. “No One,” Alicia Keys. MBK/J/RMG. 
(Platinum)
5. “Love Song,” Sara Bareilles. Epic. 
—Billboard Magazine
1. Sleep Through the Static, Jack 
Johnson. Brushfire/UMRG.
2. Back to Black, Amy Winehouse. 
Universal/UMRG.
3. As I Am, Alicia Keys. MBK/J/RMG. 
(Platinum)
4. 2008 Grammy Nominees. Various 
Artists. Grammy/Hip-O/UMe.
5. River: The Joni Letters. Herbie 
Hancock. Verve/VG.
—Billboard Magazine
Martha Stewart Living Omnimedia Inc. 
is bringing in a new celebrity: popular TV 
chef Emeril Lagasse.
The New York-based media and mer-
chandising company, founded by domes-
ticity maven Martha Stewart, announced 
Feb. 19 that it bought the rights to 
Lagasse’s franchise of cookbooks, televi-
sion shows and kitchen products from 
him for $45 million in cash and $5 million 
in stock. The final price could rise to up 
to $70 million if certain benchmarks are 
achieved.
Martha Stewart did not acquire Lagasse’s 
homebase, which includes his 11 restau-
rants and corporate office.
In a statement released Feb. 19, the Food 
Network said, “We are happy to see that 
these two great brands will be combining 
forces and wish both of them the best.  All of 
Emeril’s shows will remain on the network, 
and we also look forward to working with 
him on future projects.”
Martha Stewart Living expects the deal 
to close in the second quarter.
Martha Stewart and celebrity chef Emeril Lagasse work in the kitchen to prepare a New Orleans-style 
Thanksgiving dinner featuring seafood gumbo, roasted turkey breast and oyster dressing.
AP
Martha Stewart expands empire
high fives of the week
AP
Owen Wilson is going back to work for 
the first time since his reported suicide 
attempt last summer.
Wilson, 39, and co-star Jennifer Aniston 
will begin shooting March 10 on 20th Century 
Fox’s Marley & Me, the studio said. It tells the 
tale of a couple who adopt a dog to give par-
enthood a trial run, then find the mischievous 
pooch more than they bargained for.
After he was hospitalized last August, 
Wilson dropped out of this summer’s 
comedy Tropic Thunder. He was replaced by 
Matthew McConaughey.
Due out Christmas Day, Marley & Me is 
directed by David Frankel and based on the 
book by John Grogan. 
Wilson back to work
AP
Just friends, not lovers
AP
Pop artist Pink and motocross racer 
Carey Hart have separated after two years 
of marriage.
“This decision was made by best friends 
with a huge amount of love and respect 
for one another,” Pink’s representative, 
Michele Schweitzer, said Feb. 19 in a state-
ment. “While the marriage is over, their 
friendship has never been stronger.”
Pink, whose real name is Alecia Moore, 
met Hart at the 2001 X Games in Las Vegas 
and proposed to him four years later 
during a race in Mammoth Lakes, Calif. 
They were married Jan. 7, 2006, in Costa 
Rica.
Late-night hosts keep the laughs coming  
While loyal viewers undoubtedly noticed 
the absence of striking writers at the late-
night comedy shows, it made little differ-
ence in their viewing habits, ratings show.
Jon Stewart changed back the name of 
his Comedy Central program from “A Daily 
Show” to “THE Daily Show” with the return 
of writers on Feb. 13, and there will be no 
need for filler like the trumped-up “feud” 
with Conan O’Brien over Mike Huckabee.
But his audience didn’t drift away because 
of the month without writers. The 1.6 mil-
lion viewers he averaged during January 
was the same as he had last year. Team-
mate Stephen Colbert’s audience of 1.2 mil-
lion last month was actually up 6 percent 
from the 2007 average, according to Nielsen 
Media Research.
The most intriguing late-night duel—Da-
vid Letterman returning with his writers, 
and Jay Leno without—didn’t change the 
status quo much, either.
“The audience made the decision of which 
[host] they wanted to watch,” said Rick 
Ludwin, chief of late-night programming at 
NBC. “They made the decision 13 years ago.”
Leno’s “Tonight Show” has averaged 
5.17 million viewers since his return, up 
from the pre-strike average of 5 mil-
lion. Letterman’s “Late Show” on CBS 
increased from 3.8 million pre-strike to 4.05 
million after he went back on the air after 
the new year. In general, viewership tends 
to go up for these shows during winter.
Duels, name changes on TV 
shows during strike
by David Bauder
For Letterman, it undoubtedly represent-
ed his last, best chance to eclipse Leno, who 
relinquishes the “Tonight Show” chair to 
Conan O’Brien next year.
Letterman’s production company struck 
a separate deal with his writers to come 
back at the same time he did on Jan. 2. With 
actors being encouraged not to walk picket 
lines, he had guests like Tom Hanks, Denzel 
Washington and Katie Holmes, while Leno 
was stuck with B-listers and “every animal 
trainer within a 100-mile radius of Los 
Angeles,” Ludwin said.
Yet Leno kept his opening monologue 
intact, reportedly writing the material 
himself. The writers’ guild, of which Leno 
is a member, argued that he was violating 
strike rules by doing that. Leno disagreed 
and plowed ahead and, despite threaten-
ing to take disciplinary action against the 
comic, the union never did.
Producers wanted to keep the show as 
familiar as they could to viewers to mini-
mize the chance they’d channel surf else-
where, Ludwin said.
“If the ‘Tonight Show’ had turned into 
‘Meet the Press,’ and we were interviewing 
people on the monetary policies of Europe, 
(Center) Conan O’Brien of ‘Late Night with Conan O’Brien’ mock-punches Comedy Central’s Jon Stewart (left) of ‘The Daily Show with Jon Stewart’ and Stephen 
Colbert of  ‘The Colbert Report’ during an appearance on O’Brien’s show Feb. 4.
NBC
that might have been different,” he said.
The closest Ludwin came to admitting 
fear that the strike would end Leno’s domi-
nance? “None of us wanted to face the cir-
cumstances we wound up facing,” he said.
“Late Night,” along with the Comedy Cen-
tral shows, also tried to keep their formats 
intact. For Stewart, Colbert and O’Brien, 
the immediate difference viewers will see 
with the return of writers is less filler; Mike 
Huckabee may have paid his last visit to 
play air hockey with Colbert.
AP
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ChiCagotribune.Com
here’s to the redesign! Sure the changes aren’t as major as 
those that took place last summer, but some of the little things, 
like the light blue background, really make a difference. Also, the 
red bullet points help me scan the stories so much more quickly. 
Well done! —A. Maurer
niu northern Star’S SpeCial editionS
Major props to The northern Star for keeping it together under 
pressure after the shooting took a toll not only on its community, 
but also its staff. Way to prove what it means to be real journal-
ists; all of our thoughts are with you. —A. Maurer
‘the hellbound heart’ 
A touching love story fit for all who enjoy bondage, blood and 
everything in between. Clive Barker takes us into the realm of his 
Hellraiser series and packs in so much graphic gore and demonic 
debauchery that you’ll either cheer Pinhead on or vomit … maybe 
even both. —M. Mielke
‘in the valley of elah’ on dvd
The great performance no one saw last year was Tommy lee 
Jones’ riveting, quietly fierce portrayal of a retired veteran whose 
son has gone AWol in iraq. his profoundly moving work elevated 
Paul haggis’ provocative but problematic drama and deserves to 
be discovered by mainstream audiences. —M. Fagerholm 
‘big brother: ‘til death do you part’
CBS decided to bring back ‘Big Brother’ in the winter. Bad move. 
This season, focused on pairing partners with potential soul-
mates, is the show’s lamest attempt at entertainment. The 
twist is already unfolding and will play out before season’s end. 
i’m afraid the show might be on its last leg, if it hasn’t already 
become reality-handicapped. —B. Marlow  
‘the queen’ on ComCaSt on demand
This is an interesting movie that portrayed a different side of 
Princess Diana’s death. instead of focusing on Diana, the movie 
focuses on the queen’s control of the situation and her take on 
Diana’s life and death. i wonder, what did the Queen of england 
think of the portrayal? —B. Schlikerman
liSa loeb: ‘the purple tape’
loeb recently released the demo tape that rocketed her into 
stardom. The CD features the original demo recordings from 
her early days in new York, along with an interview with loeb 
explaining each song’s meaning. Always a cutie in her signature 
cat-eyed glasses, i’d recommend this for your ’90s nostalgia 
collection. —B. Marlow
Simple plan: ‘Simple plan’ 
Simple Plan needs to just go away. i am tired of the same cliche, 
emo pop-punk crap that they release to the masses. This CD, 
like their previous efforts, has juvenile lyrics, boring ballads and a 
sense of despair and self-pity, which i can relate to. i’m in despair 
listening to this dreadful album and i’m sure they pity themselves 
for releasing such garbage. —D. Kucynda
StitCh WitChery by dritz
This handy tape comes in 13-yard rolls and is available at most 
craft stores. if you don’t have time to take slacks to the tailor to 
be hemmed, use Stitch Witchery in a pinch for a quick fix when 
there is no time to stitch. it probably won’t last through more than 
a couple spin cycles, so unless you’re planning on never washing 
it, beware! —S. Harvey
tyra gifS   
The fabulous Chrissy Mahlmeister, managing editor, introduced 
me to these animated photos of Tyra Banks in hilarious and ridicu-
lous poses. My personal favorite is the photo of Banks spewing 
fire from her mouth. Thank you, Tyra, for always entertaining us, 
and thank you, Chrissy, for spending 20 minutes showing me the 
GiFs. —C. Shively 
ChroniCle popCorn
So for some reason, our boss here at The Chronicle ordered 
about a bazillion boxes of popcorn—with The Chronicle logo on 
each package. it may be a little crazy, but it definitely comes in 
handy, especially when i’m here until 3 a.m. —A. Maurer
PRINT
REVIEWS
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Sia: ‘Some people have real problemS’
This United Kingdom native uses her natural lyric-writing talent, 
which is lacking in most artists, and her smooth jazzy voice to 
create a pop sound unlike any other artist. Sia’s songs will put a 
smile on anyone’s face. i recommend listening to her music while 
strolling down the sidewalk on a sunny day. —C. Shively
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Why did you decide to move to 
Chicago last August?
What is in the near future for Panda 
Riot? Any shows or albums for fans?
Panda Riot is referred to as being in 
the “shoegazer” genre.  What genre 
do you think Panda Riot fits into?
Scott: We moved to Chicago because 
Brian and Rebecca, you met while 
shooting a short film and decided 
to create a band based on the 
inspiration you got from the film. 
What exactly triggered this type of 
sound for you two?
The Chronicle: How did it feel creating 
and mixing the music along with 
developing the artwork for the album? 
How did you do it?
PREMIUM BLEND
Panda Riot
(Left to right) Justin Cheng, Rebecca Scott and Brian Cook formed the band Panda Riot in 2005.                     
Courtesy PANDA RIOT 
Q
Q
Q
Q
Q
When tWo aspiring film directors met on 
the set in 2005, their shared love for alterna-
tive music paved the way for the creation 
of the band Panda Riot.  The band originally 
started with Brian Cook on guitar, Rebecca 
Scott on guitar and keyboard and a drum 
machine that synchronized their melodies 
and vocals with an indie-pop sound. After 
their move to Chicago in August 2007, Cook 
and Scott added bass player Justin Cheng 
into their ensemble.
In November, Panda Riot released their 
first self-made album,  She Dares All Things, 
as a collection of singles created and record-
ed in their own studio.
The Chronicle spoke with Panda Riot 
about the origins of their band and how it 
got to where it is today.
Brian Cook: Doing it ourselves was 
really the only way we could have done it. 
I just had this feeling like, you know what, 
we’re not waiting around. Let’s just do it 
blindly and things will get clear. Guitars 
were acquired, drum machines were learned 
and we got a laptop and some good mics 
and just started learning how to record. We 
recorded this record as if it were the last 
and only record we’ll ever put out.  I wanted 
every idea in it. 
This is really the mentality that 
carried through the whole thing—recording, 
mixing, making the artwork, promoting, 
etc. We just learned whatever we needed 
to without reservations or assumptions 
about what an album should be. Doing it 
Cook: I love shoegaze music, but I guess 
I also have a love for indie pop. I like music 
that makes you think, but I didn’t want it 
to intellectualize it. I want people to expe-
rience our music physically, for people 
to dance and be instantly affected by the 
sound. I would describe our music as swirl-
pop, crash-pop.
Rebecca Scott: We originally started the 
band after making the soundtrack for our 
film. I think our music definitely has a cin-
ematic quality as a result.  The beautiful 
thing about film is the sort of longing you 
feel because of the distance between your-
self and the beautiful thing. There is a kind 
of sadness when you see something pretty. 
That was what we were trying to express in 
film and that’s what we’re also doing with 
our sound. The other connection I would 
say would be texture. In both the film and 
the music, we’re really into layering and 
texturing.
Scott: We’re going to be on the East Coast 
—C. Shively
next to a miniature leg lamp reminiscent 
of A Christmas Story, guitarist Mike Sullivan 
of Russian Circles ate a hamburger on the 
third floor of Subterranean, 2011 W. North 
Ave., across from drummer Dave Turn-
crantz. The Chronicle spoke with Sullivan 
about the band’s upcoming album, Station, 
touring with Tool and their “dark” sound. 
The Chronicle: The band is described 
as being a mix of all types of music and 
often related to metal.
Mike Sullivan: It’s funny, because we don’t 
think of ourselves as a metal band whatso-
ever. We have some heavier parts, but we 
don’t really care how people describe us.
People have labeled your music as 
“dark.”
That’s more accurate than a lot of stuff. I 
think that’s a safe label to put on it.  There’s 
definitely elements that are dark, I mean 
[that label is] not just [there] for no reason.
You toured with Tool in the UK. What 
was that like?
That was awesome. It was kind of nerve 
racking at first, we heard all kinds of stories 
from opening bands of Tool getting heckled 
and having s--- thrown at them.  Thank-
fully no s--- was thrown our way.  
What should fans expect from your 
upcoming album?
Some of the song structures are different. 
Some songs are just two parts the entire 
time with the foundation always staying 
there, like the blueprint of the song.  The 
last song is like the mellowest we’ve ever 
done. After recording, it ended up being a 
little more relaxed than we expected, but 
we’re into that, so we’re still pumped. 
—Q. Milton
Justin Cheng: This past summer I moved 
to Chicago from Urbana, Ill. , and met Rebec-
ca on our first day of graduate school. Within 
a week I was trying out for the band and it 
just worked out real swell for all of us.
Justin, how did you come to join 
Panda Riot?Q
I’m going to graduate school for philoso-
phy here. So far, the music scene seems 
really awesome. People have been super 
supportive and really responsive to the 
album.
in early March playing shows in Pittsburgh, 
Philadelphia, Baltimore and maybe a couple 
other places.  A compilation we’re on, Weird 
Terrain, just came out in December.  Another 
compilation we’re on from Self Storage, a 
label out of New York City, is scheduled 
to come out in March or April. We’ve 
been working on some soundtrack stuff  
as well. Other than that, we’re just 
demoing new songs and promoting the 
album.
Panda Riot will be playing at Spot 6, 3343 N. 
Clark St., on March 15 and The Abbey, 3420 W. 
Grace St., on March 29. 
For more information, check Panda Riot’s 
website at PandaRiot.com or e-mail the band at 
PandaRiot@gmail.com.
Jody Warner THE CHRONICLE
(From left to right) Drummer Dave Turncrantz and guitarist Mike Sullivan hang out backstage at Subterranean, 2011 W. North Ave.
‘Dark’ duo 
this way made it truly ours from start to 
finish. 
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Never been
ordinary.
Visit www.colum.edu/ol for more information.
photo credit: Sarah Mckemie
Orientation Leaders are not your typical, common, or main-
stream students, they are different. If you want to get more 
out of your college experience, while representing Columbia 
and meeting new people, apply for this not-so-ordinary job, 
for not-so-ordinary people.
Candidates must attend an information session to apply:
Monday, March 3 / 6:30 p.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
Tuesday, March 4 / 4:15 p.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
Wednesday, March 5 / 3:30 p.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
Thursday, March 6 / 4:15 p.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
Friday, March 7 / 11 a.m. / 623 South Wabash Avenue, Hokin Lecture Hall
Monday, March 10 / 6:30 p.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
Tuesday, March 11 / 9:30 a.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
Wednesday, March 12 / 4:15 p.m. / 623 South Wabash Avenue, Hokin Lecture Hall
Thursday, March 13 / 12 p.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
Friday, March 14 / 3 p.m. / 623 South Wabash Avenue, Hokin Lecture Hall
Monday, March 17 / 6:30 p.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
Wednesday, March 19 / 4:15 p.m. / 731 South Plymouth Court, The Court
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Aries (March 21-April 19)  By now, you and your partner should have come up 
with some items you want. The next question is, of course, how will you manage 
to afford them? Study that issue now.
Taurus (April 20-May 20)  Your work is interesting, and you are good at it. It’s OK 
to train somebody else to help you out, however. This is not cheating. It makes 
good sense. Give yourself a break.
Gemini (May 21-June 21)  Make plans with a person who shares your passion 
for adventure. You can travel the world, but first, there’s work to be done. It’s 
easier with a juicy goal.
Cancer (June 22-July 22)  You’ll be feeling good enough pretty soon to have 
company. Choose a person who doesn’t require much chatter to be enter-
tained. Mellow is best, for now.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22)  Get paperwork done early, so you’ll have plenty of time 
for listening to the family later on tonight. They need your wise advice.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)  It’s good to further your education, but it isn’t always 
easy. Finding the time, if you’re also working a job, is your challenge now. Hang 
in there.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)  Travel and make phone calls as early as possible. 
You’ll get right through. Later and tomorrow, there will be more complications. 
Don’t hesitate.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)  You’re becoming more confident, because you’re 
doing what you said you’d do. In case you hadn’t noticed, promises to yourself 
count double.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)  The pile is stacking up again. There’s “Must Do 
Now,” “Not Due Yet,” and “Will Probably Never Get Done.” Take that last batch 
to the dump.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19)  Don’t sign anything, until you determine the cost. 
Watch out for fees hidden in the fine print. Deals made now look expensive, 
and difficult to dissolve.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18)  It’s time to get back to work and do what you know 
is required. Don’t ask for any favors now; they’re unlikely to be granted.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20)  Find what you need. You may not even have to 
pay for everything. You could work trades and get stuff for free. Believe it and 
make it happen.
Crossword
sudoku ComiC relief
horosCope
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Commentary
Editorials
The Valentine’s Day shootings at North-
ern Illinois University that took the lives of 
five students probably couldn’t have been 
stopped. However, it’s comforting to know 
that at Columbia the odds of such an event 
occurring are smaller, thanks to the efforts 
of our administration. Even if such a trage-
dy were to strike, Columbia is well-prepared 
to help students get out of harm’s way.
Last semester, in response to the Virginia 
Tech massacre, Columbia created an emer-
gency notification system to warn students 
about on-campus danger the moment it 
happens. The system will simultaneously 
send a phone message, a text message and 
an e-mail notification to every student who 
signs up for the program. These measures 
will send safety messages to students who 
aren’t near a computer to steer clear of a 
dangerous situation. That could reduce the 
number of unknowing Columbia casualties 
in the case of a shooting or a fire.
Columbia also has a focus on prevention, 
offering free counseling to students (10 ses-
sions per academic year). Regular therapy 
can help students who are having emotion-
al problems or who are feeling dangerously 
depressed. Prevention is key to making sure 
this kind of tragedy doesn’t strike Colum-
bia. The administration should make sure 
this kind of program is advertised.
Similarly, the Employee Assistance Pro-
gram,  which was also put into action before 
the NIU tragedy, provides that same coun-
Columbia making students safer
seling support structure to faculty with 
an emphasis in identifying and helping 
troubled students.
After reviewing these prevention and 
alert systems, no one could say Columbia 
isn’t doing its duty. But the school hasn’t 
become complacent or halted its continu-
ing efforts to make students safer.
Soon, according to President Warrick L. 
Carter, an emergency enunciation system 
will be installed in every classroom, rest-
room and meeting space. The system will 
utilize audio and visual messages and pro-
vide the school with another way to warn 
students and teachers of danger. In addi-
tion, the office of Student Health and Sup-
port will hold a mandatory workshop ses-
sion for all full-time faculty and staff, which 
will teach them how to identify and serve 
troubled students who could be dangers to 
themselves or others.
Columbia should make every effort to 
implement those programs exactly as pro-
posed by Carter.  And while the administra-
tion should be applauded for putting safety 
measures into effect before the most recent 
shooting took place and for continuing 
to expand and modify those systems, it’s 
important that it stays vigilant and ahead 
of the curve.
So far, Columbia’s administration has 
served its students well in this regard. From 
now on it needs to advertise, expand and 
supplement wherever it’s necessary.
If they win, it’s a shame
The Chicago Cubs are suing the owner 
of three of the famous rooftop bleachers 
outside Wrigley Field.  They’re demanding 
17 percent of owner Tom Gramatis’ profits, a 
deal he agreed to in 2004, before unexpected 
costs in connection with a new set of roof-
top seats caused him to try to re-negotiate 
the contract. 
Due to the settlement Gramatis already 
signed, the Cubs will probably win out in 
court. However, the dispute should never 
have gotten this far, because the Cubs had 
no right to force the rooftop owners to share 
their profits in the first place.
The Cubs’ original lawsuit in 2004 is 
just another in a long list of examples that 
expose Major League Baseball as one of the 
greediest sports leagues in the country. 
MLB has aggressively sought to raise its 
profits at the cost of fans and national TV 
viewers. Last year MLB threatened to show 
its games only on DirectTV, shutting out 
fans who didn’t have satellite dishes. The 
only way the networks got baseball to come 
back was by offering them more money.
Merchandising is spiraling out of control 
as well. The average cost of a Cubs jersey at 
the online store is $187. Ticket prices go up 
every year to the point that the average cost 
of a regular season ballgame for a family of 
four is $171, according to Team Marketing 
Report, a sports marketing publication. The 
average cost (for a family of four) to attend 
a Cubs game? $219.
When the Cubs first started asking for 
revenue from the rooftop bleacher owners, 
the company threatened to kill the busi-
ness by erecting screens, floating large bal-
loons over the outfield wall or draping ban-
ners across the flagpoles surrounding the 
field so the view would be obstructed. This 
is another depressing instance of a MLB 
team going out of its way to disenchant and 
exclude its fan base out of greed.
The rooftop bleachers outside of Wrigley 
Field are known throughout Chicago and 
around the country. They’re justly famous, 
as they recall a distant time when the 
game was smaller, neighborhood specific 
and egalitarian. The rooftop bleachers are 
symbolic to modern fans of the unique and 
inexpensive tradition of depression-era 
baseball, when players got paid a lot less, 
tickets were dirt cheap and players and fans 
were close enough to talk.
Baseball is a uniquely historical game, 
obsessed with statistics, records and nostal-
gia. Wrigley Field is considered a national 
historical site, and for those who wish for a 
taste of the old days, a temple to the history 
of the game itself. Cubs fans are justifiably 
proud of the beauty of the field, the ivy cov-
ered walls and the rooftop seats.
That willingness of the Cubs organiza-
tion to spurn its fans and turn its back on 
all that history and tradition in the name 
of another revenue stream is symptom-
atic of the modern game’s incredible greed. 
The organization should enter negotiations 
with Gramatis conscious of the best inter-
ests of the fans and the sport,  and not their 
already bulging coffers.
  Have an opinion about something you read in this newspaper? 
Did you catch a mistake, think we could have covered a story better or believe strongly about an 
issue that faces all of us here at Columbia?
Why not write a letter to the editor? At the bottom of page 2 you’ll find a set of guidelines on how 
to do this. Let us hear from you. 
—The Columbia Chronicle Editorial Board
Letter to the Editor:
I was dismayed in reading the Feb. 11 Crit-
ical Encounters column because of the lack 
of critical thinking contained within. The 
author blindly throws out mutually oppos-
ing descriptions of today’s society: “Fascist 
...  democratic system” and mistakes the U.S. 
Constitution for the Declaration of Inde-
pendence.  The Constitution guarantees the 
right not to be forced to quarter soldiers 
and the right to unreasonable searches and 
seizures, but it does not repeat that stirring 
phrase “life, liberty and the pursuit of hap-
piness” found in the second paragraph of 
the Declaration of Independence. 
While I sympathize with the plight of 
his younger brother and am concerned 
with the problems of race and poverty in 
our society, perhaps more careful reason-
ing and less emotional rhetoric should be 
contained in a column dedicated to critical 
thinking.
Daniel Mellis  
Graduate Student
Book & Paper Arts
Re: Critical Encounters
MCT
MCT
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On Feb. 19, the 
world witnessed 
the quiet fall of two 
of its most notori-
ous dictators—
Cuban leader Fidel 
Castro and Paki-
stani president 
Pervez Musharraf.
In their respec-
tive careers, the 
two men had 
quelled debate, suppressed democracy, 
taken political prisoners and stood in oppo-
sition to United States policies. And yet, the 
leaders were felled not by assassination, 
revolution or coup, but by old age and a free 
election. Their falls represent two of the very 
few positive foreign developments to occur 
during the Bush Administration. They also 
represent a new hope for the non-violent 
spread of democracy and free society. 
Castro’s rule, in particular, has met its 
end with a whimper instead of a bang. The 
81-year-old dictator ceded his power (it was 
thought temporarily) to his brother Raul 
in 2006, but a letter discretely published at 
midnight in a Cuban paper, Granma, con-
firmed to his people and the world that his 
resignation was permanent. The announce-
ment was so unexpected and handled so 
quietly, that many of the Cubans CNN inter-
viewed in Havana on the day of the resigna-
tion didn’t even know it had occurred. 
Those who did know had mixed opinions. 
Some mentioned the integration reforms, 
public schools and national healthcare plan 
Castro instituted. Some, like dissident activ-
The similarities 
between baseball 
and the music 
industry usually 
begin and end with 
both being a form 
of entertainment. 
Recently, however, 
the two have found 
another piece of 
common ground: 
the influence of 
drug use on their craft and the effect it 
might have on a younger generation.
Adolescents who admire them see the 
entertainers’ ups and downs.  But what do 
their personal lives have to do with their 
talent?
Natalie Cole, the 58-year-old songstress 
daughter of Nat King Cole, criticized Amy 
Winehouse, saying her five-Grammy vic-
tory “sends the wrong message.” 
“It’s a slap in the face to musicians and 
artists … we have to stop rewarding bad 
behavior,” Cole told Us Weekly, referring to 
Winehouse’s drug use.
But Cole is a hypocrite for carping on 
someone else’s bad behavior. She admitted 
in her 2000 autobiography, “Angel on My 
Shoulder,” to using LSD, heroin and crack 
cocaine as well as spending six months in 
rehab in 1983.
Winehouse was chosen by her peers on 
the basis of “artistic achievement, techni-
cal proficiency and overall excellence in 
the recording industry, without regard to 
album sales or chart position,” according 
to Grammy.com. 
Clearly, the Recording Academy saw no 
correlation between her character and her 
talent. Even so, the glare of the media spot-
ist Oswaldo Paya, told CNN that Cubans 
now have more hope for a free society 
“because there’s a buzz among the people. 
The government cannot keep denying the 
people their space,” Paya said.
It should indeed be a reason for hope. 
While Raul has been appointed Castro’s 
successor, he is 75 years old and can’t stay 
in power for long. Pressure from within the 
country could easily begin to turn the tide 
away from communism in a way the U.S. 
embargo never did. 
President Bush, speaking from Rwanda, 
said, “The United States will help the people 
of Cuba realize the blessings of liberty.” As 
long as the president avoids his militaristic 
approach to bestowing such blessings on 
foreign soil, that sentiment should also give 
Cuban dissidents hope. 
Both the Barack Obama and Hillary Clin-
light was enough to blind Cole, coloring her 
perception of the star. 
A child’s perception is easily influenced, 
so if their favorite star is acting up, the par-
ents need to step up and translate what is 
being seen.
The debate about integrity stretches from 
the stage to the baseball diamond.
The recent congressional investigation 
into Major League Baseball steroid use 
points fingers at 89 players. The Mitchell 
Report was based on interviews—most of 
them with two people, Brian McNamee 
(a personal trainer) and Kirk Radomski (a 
Mets clubhouse attendant)—that named 
names. Some of the biggest names were 
Barry Bonds and Roger Clemens.
Both of these players have outstanding 
records, but we don’t know if either of them 
have actually used steroids. Roger Clemens 
continues to deny it, and people are con-
tinuing to refute his defense, dragging the 
debate on.
There’s no doubt that Barry Bonds will 
get voted into the Hall of Fame, even though 
he got caught up in the steroids scandal. 
Among his countless accomplishments, 
which include 762 career home runs and 
eight Gold Glove awards, he’s also won 
seven MVP awards, which are awarded by 
the same association that inducts players 
into the Hall of Fame, the Baseball Writers’ 
Association of America, which is comprised 
of sports journalists.
The journalists covering every game, as 
well as Hall of Fame members, are basing 
their votes on “the player’s record, playing 
ability, integrity, sportsmanship, character 
and contributions to the team(s) on which 
the player played,” according to the Nation-
al Baseball Hall of Fame’s website.
ton campaigns have released statements 
similar to the president’s and have called 
for all political prisoners in Cuba to be 
released. 
There is hope, according to some Cuban 
leaders, that Raul will be more lenient than 
his brother, and could even usher in an era 
of openness like the one Mikhail Gorbachev 
introduced in the former Soviet Union.
On the other side of the world,  Pakistanis 
voted for the first time in six years, and were 
able to oust the ruling party of the sitting 
president, Pervez Musharraf.  The elections 
were violent, with 10 deaths occurring, but 
not nearly as dangerous as it was thought 
they could be.  
The parties who were swept into power 
now hold a majority of almost exactly the 
two-thirds needed to impeach the sitting 
president, an opportunity they will almost 
It’s called the character clause and it’s 
the reason some players never make it to 
the Hall of Fame.  However, the members of 
the BBWAA elected Detroit Tigers outfielder 
Ty Cobb, a noted racist who played dirty, to 
the inaugural Hall of Fame class in 1936. Al 
Stump captured the infamous player in his 
book Cobb: A Biography.
It’s the same class that included slugger 
certainly take as soon as the new parlia-
ment is convened. It’s possible, but unlikely, 
that Musharraf will resign on his own, as 
his party won less than 15 percent of the 
vote and he vowed to step down if he ever 
“lost the will of the people.”
To the people of Pakistan the elections 
are a confirmation of the power of the vote 
and the benefits of democracy.
The Bush administration has shamefully 
supported Musharraf’s illegitimate govern-
ment since 9/11, in the hopes that he would 
be helpful in eliminating Al Qaeda and Tali-
ban resistance around Pakistan’s borders. 
However, new pressure from the Demo-
cratic Congress and dissidents throughout 
Pakistan forced the government to hold 
elections. Senators Joe Biden (D-Vt.) and 
John Kerry (D-Mass.) personally helped to 
supervise the elections in Pakistan over 
the last week. 
The fall of the two dictators is a consider-
able step toward a freer world society. In 
Pakistan, it may represent a small step back 
from the War on Terror, but Pakistani efforts 
in that regard were neutral at best.
The United States can and should be 
hopeful for the future of the two countries, 
but intervention should be strictly diplo-
matic. There are no plans to lift the embargo 
on Cuba, but that economic incentive could 
also be used to put more pressure on Raul 
Castro as he takes the reins of the country. 
In all, it was a very good day for democ-
racy, which makes it a very good day for the 
world at large.
George Herman Ruth, better known as The 
Babe.  According to BabeRuth.com, Ruth 
was an alcoholic his whole life, including 
at the peak of his career, when Prohibition 
was in effect from 1920 to 1933.
Even after Bonds’ name came up in Con-
gress’ steroid investigation, he has been 
repeatedly nominated for Hall of Fame 
status, according to the BBWAA website. 
Just because someone is suspected of sub-
stance abuse doesn’t mean that they won’t 
eventually gain entry to Cooperstown. “Bad 
behavior” did not keep Cobb and Ruth out, 
and the character clause is clearly not 
enough to ban anyone. In the end, it comes 
down to the opinion of the writers.
The Grammys reward talent, not “bad 
behavior.” Winehouse got her five Gram-
mys because people thought she had the 
best record, the best song and the best voice. 
Just because she’s got a few bats in her bee-
hive doesn’t mean an awards committee 
should shove her talent under the rug.
The media always focus on the ugly things 
in life, as if to say, “Don’t try this at home.” 
And the kids at home watch their idol’s bad 
behavior and internalize what they see and 
hear. It’s easy to make judgments based on 
an entertainer’s personal life if it’s laid out 
there for the world to see.
Bonds or Winehouse shouldn’t be pegged 
as terrible role models unless parents are 
teaching their kids that they have to win 
the ballgame at any cost or that drugs will 
help them write a better song.
Saying “No” to drugs is a lesson you teach 
your kids on your own, not something you 
leave up to famous role models.
sharvey@chroniclemail.com
Musharraf, Castro meet their political end 
by Wes Giglio
Commentary Editor 
by Sara Harvey
Copy Chief 
Just say no to drug hypocrisy 
jgiglio@chroniclemail.com
(Left to right) Pakistani president Pervez Musharraf and Cuban leader Fidel Castro’s tenures are ending.
MCT
Amy Winehouse at the 2007 MTV Movie Awards.
MCT
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City Beat
Group suggests putting more 
money in communities around 
public transportation 
by Brett Marlow 
City Beat Editor 
AlthouGh the CTA was recently bailed 
out of an operating cost budget crisis, 
a local watchdog group has some ideas 
ford levels of government to boost local 
and other regional public transporta-
tion in the six-county area’s ridership. 
Their plans will also help put money 
back into the economy and toward 
transit agencies.
The Metropolitan Planning Council, 
a group dedicated to monitoring and 
analyzing ways to improve business, 
development and transportation in the 
metropolitan area, held a briefing Feb. 
12 to outline some key suggestions local, 
state and federal government should 
consider exploring this year.
One suggestion it had was to imple-
ment more transit-oriented develop-
ment, a concept that involves investing 
more in public transportation that in 
return yields benefits for local busi-
nesses, development, communities and 
the transit agencies themselves.
This idea has been implemented in 
other cities and could help remedy 
some issues with nearby public trans-
portation.
“Chicago is a hub for all transporta-
tion,” said Mike McLaughlin, director 
of Transportation for Metropolitan 
Planning Council. McLaughlin said he 
hopes Chicago can create a ripple effect 
by aiding transportation in the area, 
will help to promote this same idea in 
surrounding counties.
According to the CTA, there were 
500 million rides last year. McLaughlin 
said Chicago’s public transit ridership 
is 12 percent, but in bordering southern 
counties, that number is much lower.
“One of the reasons I think tran-
sit ridership is so low down there is 
because there are no sidewalks and 
they don’t have shops, restaurants, 
See tRANSIt, x  PG. 35
Investing more in 
transit may help
boost economy 
City contemplates privatizing 
public parking meters 
by William o’Brian  
Assistant City Beat Editor 
the CIty of Chicago and the Chicago Park 
District have devised a plan to raise revenue 
by privatizing major publicly-owned park-
ing meter operations throughout Chicago.
Ed Walsh, spokesman for the Department 
of Revenue, said there are roughly 35,000 
parking meters in Chicago that bring in 
approximately $20 million per year. This 
breaks down to 33,500 streetside parking 
meters, in addition to 1,500 metered park-
ing spaces in lots. 
On Feb. 8, the city of Chicago and the 
Chicago Park District issued a Request for 
Qualification to private firms that may 
be interested in a long-term lease agree-
ment and concession of the city’s parking 
meters.  
A concession is a contract that grants 
one party the right to operate a subsidiary 
business, which in this case, is the city of 
Chicago’s parking meter system. In short, 
the city would lease its parking meters to 
privately-owned, interested parties that 
will maintain the meters and handle the 
daily operations and upkeep. In return the 
city will see an up-front fee similar to the 
99-year, $1.87 billion Chicago Skyway deal. 
In a statement issued by the city of Chi-
cago’s revenue director, Bea Reyna-Hickey, 
Chicago’s metered parking system is one of 
the largest in the United States and would 
be the first major publicly-owned parking 
meter operation in the nation to be subject 
to a long-term concession.  
Lance Lewis, a spokesperson for Mayor 
Richard M. Daley, explained a Request for 
Qualification as being the first stage of a 
business procedure which solicits the qual-
ifications of private firms or individuals. 
The interested parties provide their quali-
fications in order to determine whether 
they are capable of the management and 
upkeep, in this case, of the city of Chicago’s 
parking meters. 
The city has had success with the priva-
tization of other large public works such as 
the Chicago Skyway and the underground 
parking garages beneath Millennium Park 
and Grant Park. 
According to the U.S. Department of 
Transportation Federal Highway Admin-
istration, the city of Chicago reached a 
$1.87 billion, 99-year lease agreement with 
Skyway Concessions, LLC for the 99-year 
concession of the Chicago Skyway. 
The Skyway Concession Company, LLC 
assumed operations on the Skyway in 2005. 
The Skyway is a 7.8-mile six-lane divided 
toll bridge which runs from the Indiana Toll 
Road to the Dan Ryan Expressway.  
The Skyway Concession is responsible 
for all operating and maintenance costs of 
the Skyway, but has the right to all toll and 
concession revenue. 
This agreement between Skyway Conces-
sion and the city of Chicago was the first 
long term lease of an existing toll road in 
the United States, according to the Depart-
ment of Transportation.
This is a very similar agreement to the 
one that the city has proposed for privatiz-
ing Chicago meter parking. And like the 
Skyway, some Chicagoans fear that the cost 
of parking will increase with privatization, 
as it did with the Chicago Skyway.
“I pay a lot of money a month between 
gas, parking and other expenses related to 
driving downtown every day,” said Jennifer 
Whaley, a telemarketer from Skokie who 
commutes to the Loop. “You can bet they’ll 
raise the price of parking at meters if the 
city sells the rights, or leases to a private 
company.”
Wendy Abrams, spokeswoman for the 
office of Budget and Management, could 
not speculate on potential or probable toll 
increases, but said the Chicago Skyway may 
give some indication. 
The toll for the Skyway increased incre-
mentally since the daily operations were 
taken over by the Skyway Concession Com-
pany in 2005. Immediately following the 
privatization, the toll increased from $2 to 
$2.50 between 2005 and 2008, and will con-
tinue to increase until 2015, according to 
the Department of Transportation.  
Abrams said a public-private partner-
ship would benefit City taxpayers in several 
ways.
“The goal is to maximize the upfront pay-
ment due as part of the agreement, while 
promoting and employing innovative park-
ing meter technology and enhancing cus-
tomer service,” Abrams said. “A concession 
agreement can be advantageous for the city 
as well as the taxpayers.” 
Some Chicagoans are cynical about the 
city and what they say they will do if meter 
parking is leased to a private enterprise.
“If the prices go up on metered parking 
in the city, I hope that we at least get the 
services that they say we’ll get as a result,” 
Whaley said. “But it seems that the city 
oftentimes makes promises that they have 
a hard time keeping.”    
wobrian@chroniclemail.com
One of many solutions the Metropolitan Plan-
ning Council recommends for transit funding is 
to invest more in transportation, yielding ben-
efits for the agency and the local economy. 
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE 
From public to private
After success with privatizing other programs, the city has sent out requests to companies in hopes of privatizing the city’s parking meters. 
Tim Hunt THE CHRONICLE 
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by Christopher Wills 
Mourners filled Holy Cross Church in 
the LaSalle County community to hear 
friends of Julianna Gehant remember her 
as a “motherly” type who would have been 
a great teacher had she not been gunned 
down with four other students at Northern 
Illinois University on Feb. 14.
And in Carol Stream, a chorus of 1,500 
people who gathered in the Glenbard North 
High School gymnasium belted out “Halle-
lujah,” the favorite hymn of Gayle Dubows-
ki, another victim of Steven Kazmierczak’s 
murderous Valentine’s Day attack.
Memorial services on Feb. 20 for Gehant, a 
32-year-old Army veteran, drew hundreds of 
family, friends and colleagues from across 
the country, as well as Bishop Daniel Jenky 
of the Catholic Diocese of Peoria and Mon-
signor Glenn Nelson, pastor of the Newman 
Catholic Student Center at NIU.
Army Sgt. 1st Class Arnold Justice, who 
became close friends with Gehant at Fort 
Leonard Wood, Mo., said he was still strug-
gling to understand how someone who had 
served her country for more than a decade 
could die under such tragic and inexpli-
cable circumstances.
“To spend that long fighting for some-
body’s freedom, and then to lose it to some-
body you were fighting for—it’s unbeliev-
able,” he said. “Her heart was so big.”
The many friends Dubowski left behind 
made sure the music she loved so much, 
and the singing she cherished, captured her 
beliefs throughout the two-hour service 
remembering her life.
Her father, Joe, told of the simultane-
ous grief at losing his only daughter, a girl 
who kept a 15-year-old photo of a childhood 
dance with him in her Bible, and peace at 
believing she is in a better place. She com-
mitted to following Christ when she was 
baptized June 6, 2003, and never looked 
back, he said.
“Because of the way she lived her life 
from that day forward, we have confidence 
she did not die that day,” Dubowski said.
AP 
NIU shooting victims laid to rest; memories live on
The body of Julianna Gehant is carried from holy Cross Church in laSalle County after services on Feb. 20. Gehant was a victim of the northern illinois University shootings. 
AP
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condos and townhomes near transit stops,” 
McLaughlin said.
According to the council’s policy agenda 
for 2008, the RTA found that transit in the 
area directly and indirectly provides nearly 
$12 billion in economic benefits to the area. 
The agenda outlines that by investing in 
public transportaion, it can allow for main-
taining costs and for expansion.
Implementing more transit-oriented 
development—in which money from 
government is invested more in public 
transportation—could boost development 
around transit stops and help local com-
munities’ and their economy. 
According to the American Public Trans-
portation Association, communities that 
invest in public transportation tend to gain 
more visitors, shoppers, events and busi-
nesses, all realizing enhanced development 
and high economic returns.
Bob Dunphy, senior resident Fellow for 
Transportation and Infrastructure at the 
Urban Land Institute, a non-profit research 
institute for land use and urban develop-
ment, said usually the key measure of how 
healthy a transit agency is its ridership. 
Implementing more Transit-Oriented 
Development, or TOD, would help to increase 
the numbers of riders.
And although developing near public 
transit might be difficult, Dunphy said, it’s 
often vital.
Visible TOD can be seen on the North 
Side and in Evanston, Oak Park and even 
LaGrange, McLaughlin said.
If a transit agency with growing rider-
ship is considered to be in a healthy situa-
tion, TOD is essential for economical health 
of the agency in terms of continuing to revi-
talize and boost ridership, Dunphy said.
In cities like Portland, Ore., this idea of 
TODs isn’t new, but is an example of how 
TODs can help the local community and 
economy.
 Since 1980, Portland’s implementation of 
TOD has brought $6 billion of development 
close to transit stops that has revived the 
region because of public transit.
“The [Portland] region has really had 
this model where you connect transit with 
land use and planning,” said Mary Fetsch, 
spokesperson for TriMet, Portland’s public 
transportation agency.
McLaughlin said TOD is a holistic way 
of thinking not solely about transit, but 
about the whole community and allowing 
transportation to do what it’s supposed to 
do—make peoples’ lives better, not just con-
nect people from point A to point B.
“You can’t just think about transit in 
a silo by itself, you have to think about it 
as a part of the community,” McLaughlin 
said. “If you make the transit station a 
better place to be around, people are going 
to take it more. That means more cafes, 
shops, schools, libraries and things of that 
nature.”
McLaughlin said this is not the sole solu-
tion for transit agencies’ funding, but is 
an aid. The CTA recently held a roundtable 
discussion with the council to highlight 
these practices and implement more.
The council hopes Chicago can be a labo-
ratory of change this year.
bmarlow@chroniclemail.com
Michael McLaughlin, Metropolitan Planning Council’s director of Transportation, speaks during the MPC media briefing on Feb. 12.
Andrew A. Nelles THE CHRONICLE 
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Association says investing in 
transit-oriented development 
brings more visitors
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MAYOR RICHARD Daley and other elected 
o  cials pointed to the fatal shootings at 
Northern Illinois University and a Lane 
Bryant store as reasons to act as they 
announced their annual push for new gun-
control legislation.
The o  cials on Feb. 19 again said they will 
push a package of proposals that includes 
several bills that have been introduced 
repeatedly in Springfi eld, before meeting 
heavy opposition from gun-rights advo-
cates.
“Gun violence is responsible for the 
deaths of nearly 30,000 Americans every 
year, many of them young people,” Daley 
said.
Oak Park Village President David Pope 
recited a list of shootings on school cam-
puses nationwide in recent months, includ-
ing the latest at NIU.
“If we can’t adopt some sensible legis-
lation in the aftermath of what we just 
recently experienced in DeKalb, I have no 
idea when this is going to happen,” Pope 
said.
The National Rifl e Association, which 
considers the annual legislative package an 
attempt to infringe on gun owners’ rights, 
declined to comment on specifi cs of the 
legislation or Daley’s remarks.
“We think it is poor form for a politician 
or a special interest group to try to push a 
legislative agenda on the back of any trag-
edy,” said Andrew Arulanandam, an NRA 
spokesman. “Now is the time for the North-
ern Illinois University community to grieve 
and to heal. We believe there is adequate 
time down the road to debate policy and 
politics.”
Among the measures in the package 
of bills being pushed by Daley and others 
would require buyer background checks 
in private sales of handguns; impose more 
stringent requirements to safeguard fi re-
arms in places where there are children 
ages 17 and younger and ban gun magazines 
that hold more than 10 rounds of ammo. 
Daley wants tougher restrictions placed on guns 
Police of cers investigate the shooting in front of the Lane Bryant store at the Brookside shopping center in Tinley Park, Ill., Feb. 3. A gunman fatally shot  ve 
people at a store in a suburban Chicago strip mall and  ed, prompting police to sweep through neighboring shops looking for the suspect as terri ed customers 
looked on.
AP
AP
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Log into your Loop email account 
and take the “Name the Student 
Store” poll and you will be auto-
matically entered into a contest to 
win an Ipod! 
Visit www.colum.edu/students to 
access your email account. 
What’s the new Student Store, you ask… check 
your email to nd out.
*Only current students are eligible to win.
There might be an 
Ipod in your Inbox!
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Sorry we’re closed and will reopen at ...
by Brett Marlow 
City Beat Editor 
Eggs sunnyside up. Pancakes. Belgium 
waffles with strawberries and whipped 
cream. Omelets. French toast. Burgers and 
streak fries. Milkshakes. Hearty soup. The 
daily specials, and of course other deli-
cious items and alternatives.
Sound good?
Unfortunately, you won’t find any of 
those classic diner staples anywhere after 
a certain hour for dinner in the Loop.
After having brunch with two good 
friends in a crowded South Loop breakfast 
place two weekends ago, it dawned on me 
how nice it would be if after our long hours 
at work, especially on Fridays, we could all 
get something to eat. Often times, we’re so 
engrossed in getting our job done that we 
forget about eating, but when everything 
is said and done, we’re left starving, with 
few options and definitely not wanting to 
travel far before heading home. Even after 
night classes, going to a 24-hour restaurant 
would be nice.
My Friday nights tend to end with me 
checking the clock to see if every establish-
ment has closed up shop for the night. If it’s 
after 6 p.m., consider it useless to try and 
find something downtown.
The Loop already has a huge variety of 
cuisine to choose from while the sun’s up, 
but when the moon is shining, all we see are 
dimmed lights and “We’re closed” signs. 
What the Loop, and South Loop in par-
ticular, really needs is a 24-hour dining 
establishment with good ole’ comfort food 
and diner staples. That, to me, never gets 
old. Add in some table-side jukeboxes and 
I’m there.
From the crowd that poured out the door 
and into every inch of standing room at the 
front of the restaurant I was at the other 
weekend, a 24-hour place would pull in a 
lot of people.
The South Loop is becoming a more popu-
lar spot for residents and new developments. 
Not to mention there are dorms downtown 
for the School of the Art Institute of Chica-
go, DePaul University, Roosevelt University 
and Columbia.
Albeit, those in the dorms have meal 
plans or microwaves … but 
running to 7-Eleven or 
Dunkin’ Donuts, scroung-
ing up change for the vending 
machines, cooking Ramen noo-
dles or getting to Panera Bread 
with minutes to spare has grown 
old. The open-all-night mantra needs 
to translate from drive-thrus to some 
place downtown where college kids, res-
idents, tourists staying at a nearby hotel 
or a random hung-over guy can grab a 
much-needed cup of Joe. It would be 
like the Peach Pit from “Beverly Hills, 
90210,” or The Max from “Saved by the 
Bell,” only open around the clock.
Diners like this exist elsewhere in 
the city, but after working late and the 
el being somewhat dodgy in the wee 
hours of the night, it would be nice to be 
able to walk a few blocks, hang out with 
some friends over some good food and not 
have to worry about the cold walk home or 
dreaded wait for a train at 4 a.m.
So, let’s get this rolling. The city wants 
more people downtown to boost businesses 
there and liven up the area. Most people 
who work downtown catch their Metras, 
South Shores and CTA back to where they 
live, but what the Loop needs are places for 
its residents and students to have their own 
spot without having to travel 20 minutes on 
the train to find such a place. Bring those 
places; just bring the ones that would be 
most useful, meaning my 24-hour diner. 
bmarlow@chroniclemail.com
Explosion commotion 
A 45-year-old Burr Ridge, Ill., male threat-
ened to blow up the Columbian Condomini-
ums building, 1160 S. Michigan Ave., on Feb. 
15, according to police reports.  The offender 
called the realty office for the 46-story build-
ing, demanding that his $100,000 deposit be 
returned to him. For reasons unknown, his 
request was denied and was overheard by 
a 36-year-old witness saying, “If you don’t 
give me my money back I’m going to blow 
the damn building up.” As of press time he 
had not been arrested.
Robbed on street 
After having a verbal confrontation 
with a homeless man, a 52-year-old male 
attempted to walk away from the alterca-
tion that took place in front of 56 W. Jack-
son Blvd., when the offender proceeded to 
stab the victim with a knife, according to 
police reports. The male suffered wounds 
to the right side of his back, shoulder and 
arm. The victim fell to the pavement and 
the offender proceeded to kick the victim, 
causing lacerations to his face.  The offender 
fled north on Wabash Avenue.  A 36-year-old 
male witness was able to aid police in iden-
tifying the offender, leading to his arrest.
Hearing voices 
A twenty-five-year-old female was 
accosted by an unknown male who 
grabbed from behind and took hold of her 
chest at 400 S. State St. After the victim 
yelled for the offender to let her go, the 
27-year-old male relented. The offender 
was picked up by the police two blocks 
north on State and Adams streets. The 
offender told police at the scene that he 
had not been taking his medication and 
was hearing voices. Police took the man 
to Northwestern Memorial Hospital for 
treatment. 
Purse pick pocket
A 20-year-old Columbia student had 
her wallet picked from her purse while at 
the college’s library in the South Campus 
Building, 624 S. Michigan Ave., on Feb., 12 
according to police reports. The victim 
was sure she had the wallet because she 
had seen it in her purse while at the 
library, and realized it was missing when 
she and some friends went to leave. The 
wallet was nowhere to be found. 
OFF THE BLOTTER
So fresh and so clean 
Bennett Johnson III, the city of Chi-
cago’s Budget Director will soon have a 
new place to rinse and wash. The director 
is installing a shower in his City Hall 
office, according to the Chicago Tribune. 
Johnson is using his own money to 
cover the $4,500 cost. With construc-
tion already underway, Johnson said 
he wanted a shower because he bikes 
to work, weather permitting. Johnson’s 
shower isn’t alone. The chief-of-staff’s 
office has had one since the 1970’s , the 
mayor’s office has one, and the Streets 
and Sanitations commissioner’s office 
also comes equipped with a shower, for 
those who work around the clock. 
  
Bus kills pedestrian 
A 59-year-old male was struck and 
killed by a coach bus the morning of Feb. 
19 in Chinatown, at 2200 S. Wabash Ave. 
According to the Chicago Tribune, the 
bus hit the pedestrian who was walk-
ing west on Cermak Road. The male was 
taken to Northwestern Memorial Hospi-
tal and was pronounced dead at 11 a.m. 
The driver of the bus was issued a cita-
tion, and there were no passengers on 
the bus. As of press time, the police are 
still investigating the accident.
 
 
Bears getting breathing room
Brookfield Zoo announced on Feb. 19, 
that its polar and brown bear space will 
expand by the summer of 2009, allowing 
the brown and polar bears up to three 
times the size of their current living 
space, according to the Chicago Sun-
Times. The expansion, which is expected 
to cost $10 million, will include a new 
area called “The Great Bear Wilderness” 
where patrons will be able to observe the 
polar bears underwater.
In Other News
Compiled by Chronicle staff with information provided by the Chicago Police Department.
Scoop in the Loop
LIQUID LIBRARY
Chicago Polar Plunge 
Benefi ting Special Olympics 
Chicago
Sunday @ 9:30 a.m.
Ever walk near Lake Michigan in the 
dead of winter and see those maniacs 
running into the icy waters in spite of 
rock-bottom temperatures? This event 
is your chance to become one of them, 
but for an incredibly noble cause. 
Participants will receive a long-sleeved 
T-shirt, a goodie bag and admission 
to the Melt Down Party, where you’ll 
thaw out in a heated tent with food and 
refreshments.
Register at ChicagoPolarPlunge.com and 
set up a fundraising page.
North Avenue Beach
(312) 527-3743
John Edgar Wideman presents his latest novel, 
‘Fanon’
6 p.m., Harold Washington Library
400 S. State St.
(312) 747-4300
African Heritage Month-Critical Journey Series: 
Featuring professor Stephanie Shonekan
5–7:30 p.m., Hokin Annex
623 S. Wabash Ave.
(312) 344-8567
Rediscovering American Cinema
‘The Golden Bed’
7 p.m., Doc Films
1212 E. 59th St.
(773) 702-8574
The Empty Bottle presents: Black Lips
Quintron and Miss Pussycat
8:30 p.m., Logan Square Auditorium
2359 N. Kedzie Blvd.
(773) 252-6179
$15 ($13 advance)
Chiditarod
Saturday @ 12:30 p.m.
Imagine yourself sledding the Iditarod, 
a team of dogs pulling you from 
checkpoint to checkpoint and hopefully 
to the winning slot of the icy race. 
Now imagine instead of Alaska, you’re 
traveling through Chicago. And rather 
than a sled, imagine a shopping cart, 
and rather than dogs, it’s a team of 
four people pulling you. Oh, and you’ve 
gotta  nd your own cart, too. Rain, 
snow, ice, storm or sunshine, the race 
will commence, so don’t delay and 
participate in the race of the century. Be 
aware that most checkpoints are bars, 
so you may want to be 21+ if you don’t 
want to get left in the cold.
For rules, registration info and more, 
go to Chiditarod.org.
$5 entry fee, plus a $25 cart deposit, 
plus 20 pounds of food
Damen and Shakespeare avenues 
(Southwest corner)
Second City Mainstage/Improv
Tuesday–Thursday @ 8 p.m.
Friday, Saturday @ 8 p.m. and 11 p.m.
Sunday @ 7 p.m.
Everybody knows the perfect date for a blustery sub-zero night in Chicago 
is curling up with a movie, a blanket and the object of your affection. And 
everybody who tries to pull that movie-as-a-cheap-date crap knows that it only 
works a handful of times. So after your girl(or boy)friend gets sick of spending 
the night in, try taking in a comedy show at The Second City. Go have a drink or 
three at the hallowed halls that have trained such comedic heavyweights as Bill 
Murray, Gilda Radner, Chris Farley and Rick Moranis and forget about the cold 
for a few hours.
$19.50 for Mainstage shows, Tuesday–Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
$5–$8 for after-show improv on weeknights
1616 N. Wells St.
(312) 337-3992
Dance to the Music
7 p.m., Chicago History Museum
1601 N. Clark St.
(312) 642-4600
$15 or $12 for members 
Show-off to professional photographer Michelle 
Nolan
1–3 p.m., Portfolio Center
623 S. Wabash Ave.
(312) 344-7280
This Land Is Your Land Exhibition
10 a.m.–5 p.m., Museum of Contemporary 
Photography
600 S. Michigan Ave.
(312) 663-5554
tuesday
monday
GET OUT
thursday
friday
saturday
‘An Oasis of Imagination’
400 S. State St., Harold Washington Library, 
Congress Corridor, 1st  oor
(312) 747-4300
Monday–Thursday 9 a.m.–9 p.m.
Friday, Saturday 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Sunday 1–5 p.m.
Ends Feb. 29
9th Annual Chicago Irish Film Festival
9 a.m., Beverly Arts Center
2407 W. 111th St.
(773) 445-3838
Full pass $65
Individual screening pass $10
Feb. 29–March 5
ongoing
your weekly to-do list
    Feb. 25–March 2
Distant Worlds: Music from 
‘Final Fantasy’
Saturday @ 8 p.m.
More than a baker’s dozen of 
groundbreaking games, 21 years and 
at least two movies (and counting), 
the Final Fantasy series has withstood 
the test of time. Anyone who grew up 
collecting Espers, riding Chocobos and 
befriending Moogles will appreciate 
this showcase of the games’ music, 
composed by Nuobo Uematsu and 
performed by the Chicagoland Pops 
Orchestra.
The Rosemont Theatre
5400 N. River Road
(847) 671-0121
$35–$150
Know about an upcoming event that other Columbia 
students should know about?
Give us a heads-up. We’ll be sure to consider it!
sbaltrukonis@chroniclemail.com
C
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Thomas Dunning’s Hoot Night: Streisand vs. 
Violence
8 p.m., Schubas (21+)
3159 N. Southport Ave.
(773) 525-2508
$10
wednesday
African Heritage Month–A Lecture by Nikki 
Giovanni; Renowned Poet, Educator, Civil 
Rights Activist
6:30–8:30 p.m., Film Row Cinema
1104 S. Wabash Ave.
Tickets are free at 623 S. Wabash Ave., suite 
302
(312) 344-7569
The Tallest, Johnny Nobody, The Moves 
8 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (18+)
2109 S. State St.
$10 ($8 advance)
‘The Revolution Will Not Be Televised’
7 p.m., New World Resource Center
1300 N. Western Ave.
(773) 227-4011
Anti-Crew, Fly Phoenix, Jamal Dose
8 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (18+)
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
$10 ($8 advance)
The Dollyrots, Suffrajett, Melismatics, Waste
9 p.m., The Note (21+)
1565 N. Milwaukee Ave.
(773) 365-9000
$10 ($8 advance)
Opposing White Supremacy and Getting to 
a Far Better World with Clyde Young of the 
Revolutionary Communist Party
7 p.m., Revolution Books
1103 N. Ashland Ave.
(773) 489-0930
The Hoods, Convicted, Through the Fire, Take 
the Lead
6 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
$10
West Side Industrial Corridor Open Studio and 
Fine Art Exhibition
6–10 p.m., Maypole Studios
128 N. Campbell Ave.
(630) 632-2555
Shot Baker, Zero to Sixty, The Copyrights, 
Ryan’s Hope, Love and Squalor
9 p.m., The Note (21+)
1565 N. Milwaukee Ave.
(773) 365-9000
$8 ($6 advance)
‘Marktown’
Monday–Saturday 10 a.m.–6:30 p.m., 
Sunday 10 a.m.–5 p.m. 
Come see this exhibition of the work of 
Dave Jordano, a Chicago commercial 
photographer. This work will commemorate 
“Marktown,” an area of East Chicago 
which was supposed to be a planned 
community for steel mill workers. The U.S. 
government took control of the mill around 
1923 and the dream of the planned 
community died half-realized, with the mill 
unable to recover from the overwhelming 
amount of government refuse left over 
when control was relinquished.
City Gallery of Photography at the Historic 
Water Tower Place
806 N. Michigan Ave.
(312) 344-8695
THEATRETRETRE
Cabin, Kyle Mann Combo, Animal City, 
Thaddeus Cosgrove
8 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club (18+)
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
$6
Scouts Honor, Empty Orchestra, Where 
Astronauts Go To Hide, John Bellows
9 p.m., The Note (21+)
1565 N. Milwaukee Ave.
(773) 365-9000
Tickets: $7 ($5 advance)
A Touch of Motown
5 p.m., Thurgood Marshall Library Branch
7506 S. Racine Ave.
(312) 747-5927
Harlots, Small Town Murder, The Crinn, Deus 
Absconditus, Standing on the Shoulders of 
Giants
5 p.m., Reggie’s Rock Club
2109 S. State St.
(312) 949-0121
$8
C
C
C
